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Annual Report of the Merrimac Select Board

As we, the Merrimac Select Board, reflect on the past year and took ahead to 2027, we
continue to be honored to serve our great community. It has been a year fitled with
accomplishments, community engagement, and resilience to ever-changing conditions.

First and foremost, we would tike to express our gratitude for your continued support and
dedication to our town. Your involvement in Town Meetings, local events, volunteering for
town boards and committees, and the overall commitment to improving our community is
truly remarkabie. Many incredible experiences and unforgettable memories were made
during Old Home Days, the Santa Parade, the Christrmas Eve Santa ride, the Santa Trot, the
Jamaco River Run, and many other programs and events that would not be possible without
all your support. We would like to proactively thank the 150" Anniversary Committee for
their incredibte work on many exciting events to come this year to celebrate Merrimac’s
Sesqguicentennial!

From a financial standpoint, our town continues to be in good health and has maintained a
credit rating of AA+ for the last five years. A recommended target for a general stabilization
fund is typically five to seven percent of the current operating budget range, which
Merrimac currently has. These funds can be utilized in case of an emergency expense or to
address issues in the future.

The Select Board continues to focus on foundation-level infrastructure projects that will
support our community for decades—such as replacing water mains for capacity and
quality, paving roads, and replacing failing waste processing equipment. We would like to
thank our Department of Pubtic Works teams for their execution of these vital projects.
Some of our recent successes with securing grants and earmarks include: $1,500,000 to
repair and reopen the Milt Street Cutvert, $1,100,000 for Wastewater Plant upgrades,
$315,000 for Liberty & Mechanic Street Water Main Replacement, and $100,000 for
Safe/Shared Streets to add crossing beacons, signage, and a sidewalk plow. All these
successful grants took years of advocacy and persistence ta accomptish.

While Merrimac is generally considered a safe community, chalienges remain. The number
of calls for Police, Fire, and Emergency Services continually increase especially around
mental health probtems. This is happening while available staffing continues to be scarce
especially with per diem Firefighters/EMTs. From an education perspective, cost increases
over 2.5% continue to pressure budgets. This is true not only of Pentucket Regional but
school districts throughout the state. The Select Board has responded by proactively
engaging the Pentucket Administration, School Committee members, and our partner
Select Boards to put forth a budget that all three towns can move forward to Town Meeting
without an override request. To that point, since the Select Board does not anticipate major
Chapter 70 reform within the next year or two, we continue to advocate in areas where
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there are opportunities such as regional transportation and special education funding.
Regarding Chapter 70 reform, we currently see momentum building for change across the
commonwealth which is a sign of hope for adequate and equitable funding.

In closing, our optimism and confidence about the future of Merrimac remains strong. With
the community’s continued support and collaboration, there are no issues that we cannot
resolve. Thank you again for being a part of our special place in this world, and we wish you
and your loved ones a healthy, prosperous, and fulfilling year ahead.

With gratitude,

S

Christopher Manni, Chairman Janét M. Bruno, Clerk Irina Gorzynski, Member
Mo P Lt %é%
C : - ST
./"
V\Z:P. Adams, Member Robert L. Gustison ll, Member
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Merrimac Department of Veterans’ Services
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What follows is the annual report from The Department of Veterans’ Services.
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PENTUCKET REGIONAL SCHOOL DISTRICT

The Merrimac Annual Report of the School Department activities for FY25 has been
developed by the Principal of the Pentucket Regional Middle-High School, the

Principal of the Helen R. Donaghue School and the Prin cipal of the Dr. Frederick N.
Sweetsir School on behalf of the Superintendent of Schools and the Pentucket

Regional School Committee.

Emily Dwyer, Chairwoman
Emily Zeitsev, Vice Chairwoman

Beth Greenhagen

Michaels Hawes

Julie King

Chris Markuns

Christine Reading
Dena Trotta
Brienne Walsh
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Pentucket Regional Middle-High School

Last year Pentucket Middle-High School was filled with academic successes, new initiatives, and
vibrant community events that marked a year of growth and achievement. The school hosted
various events such as post-graduation fairs for juniors and seniors, guiding them on their future
paths. Extracurricular activities were bustling, with highlights like our DECA club's participation

in regional competitions, showcasing our students’ business acumen. Sports teams also had an
impressive year, with students pushing hard in lacrosse, football, and other competitions,
supported by strong fan attendance at key games. Parent-Teacher conferences ensured ongoing
collaboration between families and teachers, strengthening the home-school connection.
Together, these accomplishments underscore Pentucket’s dediation to fostering a supportive
and challenging environment for every student.

Student Count Pentucket Regional Middle-High School

Amesbury 1
Byfield 1
Georgetown 9
Groveland 354
Haverhill 6
Lawrence 1
Merrimac 324
Methuen 1
West Newbury 230

Total Student Count 927

EEEE N I

Groveland 54
Merrimac 42
West Newbury 34
Haverhill 1
Methuen 1

Total Senior Class 132
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School Highlights

The year at Pentucket Regional High School was a vibrant and rewarding one, filled with
significant achievements and meaningful experiences for students, staff, and the community.
Academically, students excelled in standardized tests, innovative projects, and college
acceptances - a PHS student is in ROTC to become an officer in the military through Holy Cross,
and we had students accepted to USCColby, Bates, etc.In addition, the DECA club’s impressive
involvement in competitions demonstrated our students' growing interest in business and
leadership. The theater department showed off their rising stars in Les Miserables which boasted
three sold-out shows. The school year was capped off by events like Parent-Teacher conferences
and post-graduation fairs, all designed to support students' futures. We prepared for our NEASC
accreditation where surveys went out to families, students and staff. The data was used to share
areas of growth for the NEASC group to evaluate in the fall.

Assessment

During the 2024—-2025 school year, Pentucket Regional Middle-High School continued its
commitment to academic excellence, student engagement, and community connection. In the
spring of 2025, students in grades 7—10 participated in the MCAS assessments for English
Language Arts and Mathematics, while Grade 8 students completed the Science, Technology, and
Engineering (STE) assessment, and Grade 9 students took the Biology exam.

To support ongoing learning, grades 7 and 8 administered i-Ready diagnostic assessments three
times throughout the year. The data from these assessments provided valuable insight to guide
curriculum planning, instruct ional strategies, and targeted interventions to help all students
succeed.

This year, the school has placed a strong emphasis omttendance , recognizing that consistent
presence is essential for academic success and belonging. Pentucket is implementing clear
attendance guidance to encourage students to be active members of the school community, with
the ultimate goal of ensuring every student feels included, comected, and valued throughout
their education at Pentucket.

PRMHS Vision of a Graduate

We continue to instill Pentucket’s Vision of a Graduate where all graduates of Pentucket Regional
Middle-High School will successfully use their knowledge and skills to be lifelong learners,
problem solvers, critical thinkers, and responsible citizens.

The Pentucket community continues to thrive because of the steadfast support of the Town of
West Newbury. The dedication and partnership of its residents help guide and sustain our
mission to educate tomorrow’s citizens—it truly takes a village.

Respectfully submitted,
Brenda Erhardt

Principal - Pentucket Regional Middle High School
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Merrimac Schools Annual Report
Fiscal Year 2024-2025

H. R. Donaghue Dr. F. N. Sweetsir
24 Union St. Ext 104 Church St.
(978) 345-8921 (978) 345-8319

Demographic Information

Merrimac has two elementary schools that provide educational services to its residents. The Dr.
Frederick N. Sweetsir School is located at 104 Church Street. It houses students from
Pre-Kindergarten to Grade 2. The enrollment for the 2024-2025 school year was 221 students.
The Helen R. Donaghue School is located at 24 Union Street Extension. It houses students in
grades 3-6. The enrollment for the 2024-2025 school year was 263 students.

School Highlights from 2024-2025

The Merrimac Schools were awarded the Gold Award for their participation in the three
annual Massachusetts Department of Transportation flagship days; iWalk, Winter Walk
and Bike to School Day, and Spring Walk, Bike, and Roll to School Day.
Administration attended and held “Pops with the Principals” at Merrimac Goes Back to
School to meet students, families, PTO, and community members.
Grade levels participated in field trips (both out of the building and in-house).

| Kindergarten - Pierce Farm, Merrima ¢ Fire Department

| First Grade- Merrimac Library

| Second Grade- Parker River Refuge Center

| Third grade- Merrimac Museum, Stone Zoo, Wenham Museum, Plimoth

Plantation, Seacoast Science Center

| Fourth Grade- SEE Science Center

| Fifth Grade- Greenscapes, Joppa Flats

| Sixth Grade- Adventurelore, In the Game
Our Peer Mentor Program continued to thrive between our sixth graders and the
Communications Program. Our school counselors and special education teachers work to
strengthen student’s social, communication, and friendship building skills.
Merrimac students participated in an annual Talent Show.
Students participated in an end of year art show showcasing student work K-6.
The Fifth and Sixth Grade Chorus, directed by music teacher Johanna Dickson, held two
concerts showcasing their talent.
The PTO teamed up with school staff to celebrate Unique Week. This week celebrates
what makes us special and unique through school spirit days and collaborative in school
and home projects.
The Donaghue School has a Student Council led by Kathleen Terceiro, third grade
teacher. Students promoted school spirit and developed leadership skills.
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The Donaghue School held its annual Staff Vs. Sixth Grade Student basketball game.
Community members, including the police and fire department and district

administrative staff were invited to participate.

School counselors implemented PBIS lessons with direct instruction of expected
behaviors and held a Coffee with the Counselors for families to meet and hear about what
their children are learning.

Students were recognized for their expected behavio aligned with PRSD elementary core
values with positive reinforcement, “Wolf Calls.”

Students had the opportunity to join the ski club.

Students in grades 4-6 participated in the school’s first Lego League Robotics Program.
Students in grades 4-6 had the opportunity to learn to play an instrument. Students
showcased their learning through in school and evening performances.

Merrimac Schools held a Field Day for ALL students at the Donaghue School at the end of
the school year. Community members (police and fire departments) led stations, as well
as parent volunteers. Paired classes rotated through each station during the event. Kona
Ice and t-shirts were purchased for all students by the PTO.

Kindergarten students held a Rainforest Show for families encompassingclassroom
learning, songs in music, and beautiful artwork created in art.

Our therapy dogs, Halo and Duster, supported students and staff at both schools through
coordinated “Dog Days,” ensuring a consistent and visible presence on each campus.
Continued to strengthen school communication through weekly emails to staff and
families.

Launched Instagram accounts for each school and each therapy dogd expand visibility
and community engagement.

Curriculum and Instruction

Students received the core academic disciplines of math, science, ELA, and social studies.
Specials include PE, Art, Music, and Library Media.

Teachers focused on developing cohesive units of instruction that incorporated UDL
(Universal Design for Learning) and SEL (Social Emotional Learning) strategies.
Math- students continue to use the Eureka Math Squared Program.

Literacy - students continue to use the Wit and Wisdom Literacy program.

Writing- teachers continued to find ways to use writing across the curriculum.
Professional Learning Walkthroughs continued to guide instructional design.

The Student Success Team continued to monitor student access to and success with
curriculum and instruction.

Established Merrimac Community Meetings led by grade levels, each aligned with a
social-emotional (CASEL) standard to foster community, teach assembly expectations,
and inform students.

Continued collaboration with the Essex County Learning Community to address the
adaptive challenge of social-emotional support in our schools, resulting in targeted
professional development opportunities, the development of grades 3—6 and 7-12
screeners, and a data dashboat to monitor student needs based on screening results.

Assessment
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The Donaghue School administered MCAS in Spring 2025 for grades 3-6 (ELA and Math)
and grade 5 (Science).

Merrimac administered diagnostic reading and math assessments three times last year in
grades K-6, and the results were used to make decisions on curriculum and instruction.
Merrimac Staff utilized reading and math data meetings to drive instruction and

determine student instructional groups.

Students identified as at risk in literacy were progress monitored biweekly to determine
growth and subsequent support needs.

Community Service/Collaboration

The Merrimac Community continued to support Merrimac families in need through the
Holiday Helper Program.

Merrimac Schools held their annual food drive for the Holiday Helper Program.

School administration collaborated with both the Merrimac Police Department and
Merrimac Fire Department to increase school safety.

Reunification “to-go” boxes were assembled for both schools to support emergency
preparedness.

PRSD schools hosted their first Good Neighbor Food Drive in support of Our Neighbor’s
Table, with Sweetsir School earning the inaugural win by donating an average of 23.08
items per student.

The Merrimac Department of Public Works refinished existing benches and installed new
handicap-accessible seating at Sweetsir School.

Sincerely,

Stephanie Dembro, Principal of the Helen R. Donaghue School
Krista Niles, Principal of the Dr. Frederick N. Sweetsir School

Merrimac Graduates
Joshua Adler
Autumn Augustonovich
Deven Barnes

Mia Bartholomew
Matthew Bennett
Emily Bethmann
Dallas Bishop
Zachary Bishopp
Aidan Blot

Joshua Breen

Haven Cabhill

Olivia Cataldo

Clara Cavalini
William Champion
Shannon Christopher
Owen Corkery
Steven Costello
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Kailyn Cray

Jack Davis

Jacob DeCosta
Ryann Drake
Zachery Easton
Gavin Edic
Mckenna Elwell
Evan Gawrys
Kendra Griffin
William Hankins
Jayden Heath
Mason Higgins
Fallon Hurley
Brayden Jennings
Maisie King

Ruby Lane
Savanna Lariviere
Kaylie Linehan
Persephone Lovely
Nathaniel MacLeod
Sophie Marcus
Rocco Martellini
Keira Milliken
William Murphy
James Nightingale
Paige Nottingham
Emma Paley
Isabella Parra
Lyla Phearson
Aaliah Ramos
Kaleb Sands
Victoria Sargent
Mason Skinner
Lisibel Soto
Jocelyn Travis
Analee Turner
Brody White
Aaron Wirwicz
Matthew Wirwicz
Luke Zavaski

30

Merrimac Website


https://townofmerrimac.com

% -8<-5*-:

' "#$&" % #H"$&
&" &0- 767:)%-4-+< 7):,
$" 1+0)-4 $7;;1 (01<<1l-: $-8:-;-6<)<1>-
=:--6 A6+0 %=8-:16<-6,-6<
(01<<1l-: &-+0 7+)=--: )6, <-+061+)4 -,=+)<176 & 8:7/:)5; 16 3-/
):-); 16+4=,16/ 441-, -)4<0 %-:>1+- 76;<:=+<176 &-+06747/A

)6=.)+<=:16/ &:)6;87:<)<176 &0-;- 8:7/:)5; 8:7>1,- ;<=,-6<; ?21<(
0)6,;76 <:)1616/ <0-A 6--, <7 ;=++--, 16 *7<0 <0- ?7:3.7:+- )6, 16

,,1<176)44A 7=: :1/7:7=; )+),-51+ +=::1+=4=5 7..-:; ) ;<:76/ .7=
)<0 %+1-6+- %7+1)4 %<=,1-; (7:4, )6/=)/-; #O0A;1+)4 ,=+)<17
>):1-<A 7. -4-+<1>- ;=*2-+<; )44 )41/6-, ?21<0 <0- );;)+0=;-<<; :
<*6;=:- ;<=,-6< ;=++-;; A *4-6,16/ <-+061+)4 <:)1616/ ?1<0 )+),
(01<<1-: &-+0 1; 8:-8):16/ ;<=,-6<; 67< 2=;< .7: 27*; *=< .7: 5-)¢€

6 ),,1<176 <7 7=: +758:-0-6;1>- & 8:7/:)5; (01l<<l-: &-+0 7..-:;
7887:<=61<A <7 8):<1+18)<- 16 ):4A 744-/- +7=:;-;, <0:7=/0 7=:
;;-@ 755=61<A 744-/- &0-;- +7=:;-;, 67< 764A -60)6+- ;<=
)+),-51+ [:7?2<0 *=< )4;7 86I-FUA45;6x47887:<=61<1-; .7: +-:<)16 ;0
;<=,-6<; ) 0-), ;<):< 16 *7<0 <0-1: )+),-51+ )6, <-+061+)4 -,=+)<1
;<=,-6<; ):- -9=188-, ?1<0 <0- 367?4-,/- )6, ;3144; 6--,-, <7 <0:1:
)6, ->74>16/ 27* 5):3-<

(01<<1-: &-+0 )4;7 ;=887:<; ),=4< 4-):6-:; <0:7=/0 ) :7*=;< ),=4<

"=:7..-:16/; ;=+0); 84=5*16/ )6, -4-+<:1+)4 27=:6-A5)6 +4);;-;
),>)6+- 16 +:1<1+5%6,010/4,; ">-: <0- ;=55-: ?-

767:)*8%-4-+< 7):,

%-8<-5*-:

#)/-

-@8)6,-, 7=: +7551<5-6< <7 <0- +755=61<A <0:7=/0 <0- ):--: &-+
8:7>1,-, =6/,-:=6-5847A-, );;)+0=;-<<; :-;1,-6<; ?1<0 6-7

31

Merrimac Website


https://townofmerrimac.com

;3144; 16 ):-);

;=+0 +76;<:=+<176 +=416):A ?-4,16/ )6, 57:- <
<0- ?27:3.7:+- )6, +:
6, .=

)
1-)<- 7887:<=61<1-; .7: ) *:1/0<-: .=<=:- &01;
6,-

8):<1+18)6<; ) , *A <0- 755767-)4<0

< (01l<<l-: &-+0 ?-):- ,-,1+)<-, <7 %0)816/ =<=:-; =14,16/ &7
-6<-: 7=%A-): ?2-):-8:7=, <7 0)>-/:),=)<-, 7T>-: ;<=,-6<; 207
+76<:1*=<16/ <7 7=: +755=61<1-; )6, <0- :-/176 ; -+7675A "=: >1
8:7>1,- <0- *-;< +):--: <-+061+)4 )6, )+),-51+ -,=4)<176 16 );;)+(

-5877?-:16/ ;<=,-6<; <7 ;=++--, 16 ) ;).- )6, ;=887:<1>- -6>1:765-6
workforce that is ready for tomorrow’s challenges.

(- ):- 8:7=, 7. <0- :74- <0)< (01<<l1l-: &-+0 84)A; 16 <0- ;=++-;; 7.
+755=61<1-; &7/-<0-: ?- +)6 +76<16=- <7 ;=887:< <0-/:7?<0 )6,
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Tree: 19.2% (36562)

Equipment Damage: 35.6% (67565) Ice: 2.6% (4860)
erloaded: 0.8% (1556)
Underground: 0.3% (660)

- Wind: 0.2% (445)
~_—Non-Utility Employee: 0.2% (420)
Human Accident: 0.1% (210)

_ ther - Lightning: 0.1% (130)
“Electrical Failure: 0.1% (120)
Vine: 0.0% (77)
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System Power 41.2%

Stevenson Hydro 1.1%

- ____Granite Wind 1.1%
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Merrimac Muncipal Light Departme

Statements of Net Position
December 31, 2025 and 2024

Assets

Current assets:
Cash and investments, unrestricted
Cash and investments, restricted
User charges receivable, net of allowance for uncollectibles
Inventory
Other asset
Purchased power advanced deposits

Total current assets

Noncurrent assets:
Depreciation account, restricted
Net other postemployment benefits asset, restricted
Capital assets, non depreciable
Capital assets, net of accumulated depreciation
Preliminary survey and investigation

Total noncurrent assets
Total assets
Deferred outflows of resources:
Deferred outflows related to pensions

Deferred outflows related to other postemployment benefits

Total deferred outflows of resources
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Unaudited
2025 2024
1,451,477 1,099,498
136,892 136,855
838,938 813,935
476,363 248,997
11,795 11,320
887,690 855,765
3,803,154 3,166,370
3,710,384 4,771,152
151,021 142,056
112,092 112,092
8,089,586 6,753,000
2,088 2,088
12,065,171 11,780,387
15,868,325 14,946,758
506,043 492,339
92,901 87,985
598,944 580,324
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Liabilities
Current liabilities:
Accounts payable and accrued expenses
Other liabilities
Customer deposits, restricted
Compensated absences
Bonds payable

Total current liabilities

Noncurrent liabilities:
Compensated absences
Net pension liability
Bonds payable

Total noncurrent liabilities
Total liabilities

Deferred inflows of resources:
Deferred inflows related to pensions
Deferred inflows related to other postemployment benefits

Total deferred inflows of resources

Net position:
Net investment in capital assets
Restricted for:
Depreciation
Customer deposits
Other post employment benefits
Unrestricted

Total net posi
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1,432,740 868,180
19,941 19,957
112,513 114,465
61,919 59,335
75,000 75,000
1,702,113 1,136,937
35,013 29,569
2,075,034 1,897,521
75,000 150,000
2,185,047 2,077,090
3,887,160 3,214,027
96,878 83,174
136,311 131,395
233,189 214,569
8,051,678 6,640,091
3,710,384 4,771,152
24,380 22,391
151,021 142,056
409,458 522,800
12,346,92 12,098,49!
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Merrimac Muncipal Light Departme

Statements of Revenues, Expenses and Changes in Net
Years ending December 31, 2025 and

Unaudite
202t 2024
Operating Revenut
Charges for servic 5,799,66! 5,633,68!
Other operating revent 213,02¢ 195,347
Total operating reve 6,012,68 5,829,03:
Operating Expenst
Purchased power and produc 3,800,03! 2,924,62!
Distribution expensi 524,62t 399,99¢
Customer account exper 201,017 201,59:
Administrative and general exper 1,397,64: 1,331,83!
Depreciatiol 391,17: 387,05t
Total operating expe 6,314,49: 5,245,10:-
Operating incc (301,803 583,92¢
Nonoperating Revenues (Expens
Investment income (los 541,35¢ 524,50¢
Interest expens (9,000 (12,567
Loss on retirement of pl: - (164,441
Total nonoperating revenues (expens: 532,35¢ 347,49¢
Income before contributions and trai 230,55! 931,42¢
Contributions in Aid of Constructic 55,87¢ 179,28¢
Transfers, Tax Equivale (38,000 (38,000
Change in net pos 248,43( 1,072,71!
Net Position, Beginnir 12,098,49! 11,025,77!
Net Position, Endir 12,346,92I 12,098,49I
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TOWN OF MERRIMAC PLANNING BOARD

ANNUAL REPORT
-X0O\ 2-XQH

In fiscal year 2025everal developments in the town under authority oftiai®) Board were
newly approved, while others are still in progress. Théy&aa status of ongoing projects
previously approved by the Planning Board is as follows;

Stormwater Management Violation (1 High Street The site continues to be monitored. It

remains stable as the board awaits receipt of a plan for remediation and future development. Itis
expected that the property owner will submit an appii¢atia Stormwater and Land Disturbance
Permit in the Fall of 2025.

Abbey Road (2232 Bear Hill Road)— Construction at this 48me singléamily subdivision
continued throughout the fiscal ygmarticularly final roadway paving and sidewgttiesapplicant
is still working to complete the project and it is expdwethe roadway will be submitted for
acceptance in Fall, 2026

Regency Mixed Use (One Jana Way) Constructiorhas been completed and the prdjast
been determined to be complete by the Planning.Board

51 East Main Street Proposato construct an 89,400 square foot manufacturing building,
consisting of a first floor with a mezzanine and associated.p&harapplicant has not yet
obtained a building permit to begin construction attéhe si

92, 94, 96 East Mairstreet— Proposato construct on the site wkhown locally as “Skips”. The
proposed development included the development of ten (10) duplex style buildings containing
twenty (20) units and a mixeske building with commercial space on the first floor and eight (8)
rentd units on the upper floors. A public hearing for a migseddevelopment opened on May 21,
2024 and continued until the June 18, 2024 meeting. jBoe wes approved by the Planning
Board on July 16, 202€@onstruction is underway at the site.

During the reporting periothreenew projects were submitted

8-10 Church Street:Proposal to convert the upper floors of an existing building into residential
units. The Planning Board opened the Public Hearing on July 16, 202%&ad Hypproject at
its August 20, 2024 meeting. The project is currentlyaamdémuction.

1 Bear Hill Road: Proposal to construct a 19,200 gross floor area building to be utilized as an
indoor gymnastics facility. The Planning Board opened the Public Hearing at its August 20, 2024
meeting andpproved the project at its February 18, 2025 meetingpplibard has not yet

applied for a building permit.

1 Liberty StreetProposal to rehabilitate the existirgydy former Walker Carriage Co. Mill

Building (c. 1880) into a mixeske building consisting of 5,767 SF of grdlamd commercial

space and thirteen (13) upper floor residential dwelling units. Additionally, a small 2% story, mixed-
use Annex Building is proposed. The Annex Building will consist of 1,702 soofayeoiged
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floor commercial space and two (2) residential dwelling units on the upper floors. The Planning
Board opened the Public Hearing on February 18, 2025eam¢kdphe project at its May 13,
2025 meeting. The applicant has not yet applied for a buikdiitg pe

The Planning Board collect&d0%in filing fees for their project review activities in Fiscal Year
205.

There weréwo Approval Not Required submittal$-iacal Yea205:

9296 East Main Street:An ANR plan to subdivide a portion of the lot to be combined with an
adjacent lot.

5 Green Street/37 School Stree&n ANR plan to subdivide a portion of the 5 Green Street lot to
be combined with the 37 School Street Lot. In addition, the plan will subdivide 37 School Street
into 2 buildable lots with adequate frontage and access.

Planning Board membaeaarticipatedn the process to update the 2002 Master Fla@ 2024

Master Plan was approved by the Planning Board at its December 17, 2024 meeting. In addition,
the Board recommended approval of two Zoning Bylaws during Fiscal Year 2025. The first to
amend the existing Accessory Dwelling Unit (ADU) bylawdbthe requirements of the new

State Regulations. The second recommended approval @atteey (BESS) bylaw.

During the fiscafear 202, the Planning Board welcomed new member Bronwyn Crockeasho w
appointed by the Select Board as no residents pulledfpather£lection.

Respectfully Submitted by,

Denise McClure

David Cressman Term expires 2028
Bronwyn Crockel Term expires 2026
Bill McGowan  Term expire2028
Thomas Abisalih Term expires 2027
Dennis Brodie  Term expires 2026
Sandra Venner AlternateMember
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Town'’s wetland resource areas as defined in the Massachusetts Wetland Protection Act
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January - December, 2025
Dear Merrimac Residents,

This year we will celebrate the 150th anniversary of Merrimac’s becoming a town.
Previously known as West Amesbury, Merrimac separated from Amesbury to become
an independent municipality on April 11, 1876. Many activities are planned to make
this a proud and informative day for Merrimac residents,

Historic homes are designated by age, relevance to the community and/or compelling
stories that reference Merrimac’s history. The Merrimac Historical Commission's
efforts continue to be focused on digitizing information about historic homes for the
Massachusetts Historical Commission. We have had interest from community
residents and appreciate any help with documenting properties.

The Historical Commission and the Town Improvement Society are collaborating on
pians to renovate the Landing School, the small building located between the Fire
Station and the Old Sawyer House. A needs assessment has been conducted by Paul
Leone and work will begin in the spring. A donor has offered financial assistance, and
we need YOU to offer your resources and skills to help make the Landing School a
viable historic building again.

The Commission’s newest member is Kendra Blitz who has enthusiastically lent her
expertise to our work. We have a town e-mail (historical@townofmerrimac.com) and
questions regarding historic properties are welcomed. We would also appreciate any
stories regarding your home.

Come celebrate Merrimac’s rich history at our 150th anniversary events.
Sincerely,

larry Fisher, Herb Cresey (co-chairs), Andrew Connor, Kendra Blitz, and Yvonne
Cosgrove (Secretary)
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2025 Town Clerk Annual Report
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During 2025 the Town Clerk’s office successfully administered one | ocal election
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The library also expanded its digital offerings by adding Peterson’s Test & Career Prep, a
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OFFICE OF THE TOWN CLERK

Merrimac Town Hall
2 School Street, Merrimac MA 01860
Annual Town Meeting, April 28, 2025

COPY OF THE VOTE

Article 1. To see if the Town will vote to raise and appropriate a sum of money in the amount of
$141,000 to fund additional wages including benefits for an additional patrotman for the Police
Department, contingent upon the successful passage of a levy limit override question in the amount of
$141,000, under Mass. General Laws Chapter 59, Section 21C{g); or take any other action relative
thereto.

COPY OF THE VOTE

April 28, 2025

Article 1. The Town voted to raise and appropriate a sum of money in the amount of $141,000
to fund additional wages including benefits for an additional patroiman for the Police
Department, contingent upon the successful passage of a levy limit override question in the
amount of $141,000, under Mass. General Laws Chapter 59, Section 21C(g}.

HAND VOTE:

Motion by Chris Manni and duly seconded.

Motion carried so declared the Moderator.

ATRUE COpy ATTEST
A /-!/ Lo / 7e
AL urea ?j’ﬁu G)
GLENDQ!Y N LAY, T
FaNOOLY  fown Clerk
Tieinmac, Massachusetis r

A True Copy Attest
pg. 1 Town Clerk
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OFFICE OF THE TOWN CLERK

Merrimac Town Hall
2 S5chool Street, Merrimac MA 01860
Annual Town Meeting, April 28, 2025

COPY OF THE VOTE

Article 2: To see if the Town will vote to raise and appropriate a sum of money in the amount of
$484,000 to fund additional wages including benefits for 4 additional Firefighter/EMTSs for the Fire
Department, contingent upon the successful passage of a levy limit override question in the amount of
$484,000, under Mass. General Laws Chapter 59, Section 21C{g); or take any other action relative
thereto.

COPY OF THE VOTE
April 28, 2025

Article 2: The Town voted to appropriate a sum of money in the amount of $484,000 to fund
additional wages including benefits for 4 additional Firefighter/EMTs for the Fire Department,
contingent upon the successful passage of a levy limit override question in the amount of
$484,000, under Mass. General Laws Chapter 59, Section 21C(g).

HAND VOTE:
Motion by Chris Manni and duly seconded.

Motion carried so declared the Moderator.

ATRUE COPY ATTEST
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GWENDOLYN LAY, Town CIerk
Merrimac, Massachusetts
A True Copy Attest

pg. 2 Town Clerk
85

Merrimac Website


https://townofmerrimac.com

OFFICE OF THE TOWN CLERK

Merrimac Town Hall
2 School Street, Merrimac MA 01860
Annual Town Meeting, April 28, 2025

COPY OF THE VOTE

Article 3: To see if the Town will vote to appropriate $5,000,000, or any other amount, to pay costs of
Roadway Repairs and Reconstruction, including the payment of all costs incidental and related thereto;
to determine whether this amount shall be raised by taxation, transfer from available funds, borrowing,
lease-purchase financing or otherwise, contingent upon the successful passage of a debt exclusion
override question in the amount of $5,000,000,, under Mass. General Laws Chapter 59, Section 21C(l %);
or take any other action relative thereto.

COPY OF THE VOTE

2/3 Vote Required

Article 3: The Town voted to appropriate $5,000,000, to pay costs of Rocadway Repairs and
Reconstruction, including the payment of all costs incidental and related thereto; and to pay for this
apprepriation, authorize the Town Treasurer with the approval of the Select Board, is authorized to
borrow said amount under and pursuant to M.G.L Chapter 44, or pursuant to any other enabling
authority, contingent upon the successful passage of a debt exclusion override guestion in the amount
of $5,000,000, under Mass. General Laws Chapter 59, Section 21C()).

HAND VOTE:
Motion by Chris Manni and duly seconded.

Motion carried so declared the Moderator.

ATRUE C OPY ATTEST
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OFFICE OF THE TOWN CLERK

Merrimac Town Hall
2 School Street, Merrimac MA 01860
Annual Town Meeting, April 28, 2025

COPY OF THE VOTE

Article 4: To see if the Town will vote to appropriate from Free Cash for FY2025, a sum of money in the
amount of $524,123 for the following specific purposes outlined below;

a. Employee Retirement Funding $ 75,000

Rationale: This will appropriate funds for the required costs of employee retirement accrual
payments and training. Reguested by the Finance Director.

Select Board Recommendation; Yes5-0
FinCom Recommendation: Yes6 -0
b. Lake Attitash Invasive Weeds $ 5,000

Rationale: This will appropriate funds for the management of invasive weeds and water guality at
Lake Attitash. Amesbury will also be contributing. Requested by the Lake Attitash Association.

Select Board Recommendation: Yes5-0
FinCom Recommendation: Yes6-0
¢. Household Hazardous Waste Day $ 18,000

Rationale: This will appropriate funds for the Board of Health to hold a Townwide Household
Hazardous Waste Day. Requested by the Board of Health.

Select Board Recommendation: Yes5-0
FinCom Recommendation: Yes6-0
d. Regquired Sprinkfer Testing S 20, 695

Rationale: This will appropriate funds for the state required sprinkler testing at the Library, Town
Hall and senior Center. This is required every 5 years. Requested by the DPW Director,

Select Board Recommendation: Yes5-0
FinCom Recommendation: Yes6-0
e. Open Space Tree Removal S 3,000

Rationale: This will replenish the FY2023 Special Article. The account currently has $480 in
available funds, however; there are trees that need to be cleared and trail work needed that will
require additional funds. Requested by the Open Space Committee,

Select Board Recommendation: Yes5-0
FinCom Recommendation: Yes6-0
A True Copy Attest
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OFFICE OF THE TOWN CLERK

Merrimac Town Hall
2 School Street, Merrimac MA 01860
Annual Town Meeting, April 28, 2025

COPY OF THE VOTE

f.  Open Space Recreational Plan Matching Funds $ 2,000

Rationale: The Open Space Committee needs to complete an Open Space Recreation Plan for the
Town. The Committee will be seeking a grant to cover the cost to have a plan created, approx.
$20,000, less a 10% Town Match, Requested by the Open Space Committee.

Select Board Recommendation: Yes5-0

FinCom Recommendation: Yes6 -0

ATRUE COPY ATTEST
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OFFICE OF THE TOWN CLERK

Merrimac Town Hail
2 School Street, Merrimac MA 01860
Annual Town Meeting, April 28, 2025

COPY OF THE VOTE

g. Facility Repairs for the COA $ 19,000

Rationale: This will appropriate funds for the ongoing lighting upgrades, hot water tank
replacement and outside building repairs at the COA. Requested by the COA Director.

Select Board Recommendation: Yes5-0
FinCom Recommendation: Yes6-0
h. Agenda Software Replacement $ 8,000

Rationale: This will appropriate funds for the one-time setup costs for the replacement agenda
software for the Town. Requested by the Select Board.

Select Board Recommendation: Yes5-0
FinCom Recommendation: Yes6—0
i. OPEB Trust Funding $ 45,606

Rationale: The OPEB Trust has been established to fund the cost of Retirees Health Benefits. The
Town is required to report the OPEB Liability on the Town’s books annually. This article will
appropriate funds to the OPEB Trust. Requested by the Finance Director.

Select Board Recommendation: Yes5-0
FinCom Recommendation: Yes6—0
i. Police Patrol Vehicle $ 65,000

Rationale: This will appropriate funds for the purchase of a replacement police cruiser for the Police
Department. Requested by the Palice Chief,

Select Board Recommendation: Yes5-0

FinCom Recommendation: Yes6-0

Capital Planning Recommendation:  Yes5-0
k. Fire Department Facility Repairs $100,000

Rationale: This will appropriate funds for repairs to the Fire Department Facility. Requested by the

Fire Chief.
Select Board Recommendation: Yes5-0
FinCom Recommendation: Yes6-0
Capital Planning Recommendation: Yes5-0
A True Copy Attest
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OFFICE OF THE TOWN CLERK

Merrimac Town Hall
2 School Street, Merrimac MA 01860
Annual Town Meeting, April 28, 2025

COPY OF THE VOTE

[. Townwide AED Replacement S 20,000

Rationale: This will appropriate funds for AED Replacement throughout the Town, this will be a
mut-year project. Requested by the Fire Chief.

Select Board Recommendation:

Yes5-0
FinCom Recommendation: Yes6-0
Capital Planning Recommendation: Yes5-0
m. Lease Payment of a Tractor/Mid Mount Mower S 20,822

Rationale: This will appropriate funds for the 1% year payment of a lease for a tractor/Mid Mount
Mower for the Highway Department. Requested by the DPW Director.

Select Board Recommendation:

Yes5-0
FinCom Recommendation: Yes6-0
Capital Planning Recommendation: Yes5-0
n. HVAC and Roof Repairs at the Library $ 45,000

Rationale: This will appropriate funds for the continued HVAC repairs and roof repairs at the
Library. Requested by the Library Trustees.

Select Board Recommendation:

Yes5-0
FinCom Recommendation: Yes6-0
Capital Planning Recommendation: Yes5—-0
0. ADA Compliance for the Town Sidewalks and Public Meetings $ 45,000

Rationale: This will appropriate funds for ADA compliance work on the Town sidewalks in
coordination with the DPW Department. Requested by the Commission on Disabilities.
Select Board Recommendation:

Yes5-0
FinCom Recommendation: Yes6-0
Capital Planning Recommendation: Yes5-0

p. Asbestos Tile Repairs at the Donaghue School $ 32,000

Rationale: This will appropriate funds for the asbestos Facilities Director of PRSD.
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OFFICE OF THE TOWN CLERK

Merrimac Town Hall
2 School Street, Merrimac MA 01860
Annuaf Town Meeting, April 28, 2025

COPY OF THE VOTE
Select Board Recommendation: Yes5-0
FinCom Recommendation: Yes6-0

Capital Planniing Recommendation; Yas5-0

or take any other action relative hereto.
COPY OF THE VOTE
April 28, 2025

Article 4: the Town appropriate from Free Cash for FY2025, a sum of money in the amount of $524,123
for the following specific purposes outlined below;

1. Employee Retirement Funding $ 75,000
2. Lake Attitash Invasive Weeds S 5,000
3. Household Hazardous Waste Day S 18,000
4. Required Sprinkler Testing $ 20,695
5. Open Space Tree Removal and Trail Improvement $ 3,000
6. Open Space and Recreational Plan Matching Funds S 2,000
7. Facility Repairs for the COA $ 19,000
8. Agenda Software Replacement $ 8,000
9. OPEB Trust Funding $ 45,606
10. Police Patrol Vehicle $ 65,000
11. Fire Department Facility Repairs $100,000
12. Townwide AED Replacement S 20,000
13. Lease Payment of a Tractor/Mid Mount Mower S 20,822
14. HVAC and Roof Repairs at the Library $ 45,000
15. ADA Compliance for the Town Sidewalks and Public Meetings $ 45,000
16. Ashestos Tile Repairs at the Donaghue School $ 32,000
HAND VOTE:

Motion by Chris Manni and duly seconded.

ATRUE COPY ATTEST
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OFFICE OF THE TOWN CLERK

Merrimac Town Hall
2 School Street, Merrimac MA 01860
Annual Town Meeting, April 28, 2025

COPY OF THE VOTE

Article 5: To see if the Town will vote to appropriate from Water Retained Earnings for FY2025 a sum of
money in the amount of $ 72,000 for the foliowing specific capital purposes outlined below:

a. Water Meter Replacement $ 19,000

Rationale: To upgrade older meters to become lead free and radio read. Reducing time needed
to read meters and increase public water quality. Requested by the DPW Director.
Select Board Recommendation: Yes5-0

FinCom Recormmendation: Yes6-0

Capital Planning Recommendation: Yes4-0

b. Water Infrastructure $ 43,000

Rationale: This will replace/upgrade existing infrastructure to meet current DEP
requirements. Requested by the DPW Director.
Select Board Recommendation: Yes5-0

FinCom Recommendation: Yes6-0

Capital Planning Recommendation: Yes4-0
¢. Woater Building and Road Maintenance $ 10,000

Rationale: This will appropriate funds for repairs at the Water Department building and road.
Requested hy the DPW Director.

Select Board Recommendation: Yes5-0

FinCom Recommendation: Yes6-0

or take any other action relative hereto.
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OFFICE OF THE TOWN CLERK

Merrimac Town Hall
2 School Street, Merrimac MA 01860
Annual Town Meeting, April 28, 2025

COPY OF THE VOTE

COPY OF THE VOTE
April 28, 2025

Article 5: The Town voted to appropriate from Water Retained Earnings for FY2025 a sum of money in
the amount of $ 72,000 for the following specific capital purposes outlined below:

1. Water Meter Replacement $ 19,000

2. Water Infrastructure 5 43,000

3. Water Building and Road Maintenance S 10,000
HAND VOTE:

Motion by Chris Manni and duly seconded.

Motion carried so declared the Moderator.
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OFFICE OF THE TOWN CLERK

Merrimac Town Hall
2 School Street, Merrimac MA 01860
Annual Town Meeting, April 28, 2025

COPY OF THE VOTE

Article 6: To see if the Town will vote to transfer from the Wastewater Retained Earnings for FY2025 a
sum of money in the amount of § 130,000 for the following specific capital purposes outlined below;

a. Wastewater Plant Engineering and Improvements $ 100,000

Rationale: This will replace/upgrade/existing out of date and obsolete equipment as well as building
improvements. Requested by the DPW Director.

Select Board Recommendation: Yes5-0
FinCom Recommendation: Yes6-0
Capital Planning Recommendation: Yes4 -0

b. Water Meter Replacement $ 7,000

Rationale: To upgrade older meters to become lead free and radio read. Reducing time needed to
read meters and increase public water quality. Requested by the DPW Director.
Select Board Recommendation: Yes5-0

FinCom Recommendation: Yes6-0

Capital Planning Recommendation: Yes4-0

¢. Pump Station Repairs $ 23,000

Rationale: This will appropriate funds repairs to the Wastewater Pump Station. Requested by the
DPW Director.

Select Board Recommendation: YesS5-0
FinCom Recommendation: Yes6-0
Capital Planning Recommendation: Yes4-0

or take any other action relative hereto.
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OFFICE OF THE TOWN CLERK

Merrimac Town Hall
2 School Street, Merrimac MA 01860
Annual Town Meeting, April 28, 2025

COPY OF THE VOTE

COPY OF THE VOTE

April 28, 2025

Article 6: The Town voted to transfer from the Wastewater Retained Earnings for Y2025 a sum of
money in the amount of $ 130,000 for the following specific capital purposes outlined below:

1. Wastewater Plant Engineering and Improvements $ 100,000

2. Water Meter Replacement S 7,000

3. Pump Station Repairs $ 23,000
HAND VOTE:

Motion by Chris Manni and duly seconded.

Motion carried so declared the Moderator.

ATRUE COPY ATTEST

A True Copy Attest
pg. 12 Town Clerk

95

Merrimac Website


https://townofmerrimac.com

OFFICE OF THE TOWN CLERK

Merrimac Town Hall
2 School Street, Merrimac MA 01860
Annual Town Meeting, April 28, 2025

COPY OF THE VOTE

Article 7. To see if the Town will vote to appropriate from Wastewater Retained Ea rnings for FY2025 a
sum of money in the amount of $24,750 for | & | repairs throughout town; or take any other action
hereto.

COPY OF THE VOTE

April 28, 2025

Article 7. The Town voted to appropriate from Wastewater Retained Earnings for FY2025 a sum of
money in the amount of $24,750 for | & | repairs throughout town.

HAND VOTE:

Motion by Chris Manni and duly seconded.

Motion carried so declared the Moderator.
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OFFICE OF THE TOWN CLERK

Merrimac Town Hall
2 School Street, Merrimac MA 01860
Annual Town Meeting, April 28, 2025

COPY OF THE VOTE

Article 8: To see if the Town will vote to amend the Town of Merrimac General Bylaws Section 48-9
entitled Authorized Revolving Funds, and add a new fund for the Library as follows:

Library Revolving Account. Funds received from fines for lost or damages library items to be used to pay
the costs associated for the replacement of lost and damaged items, said expenditures to be approved
through the Library Director, expenditures shall not exceed $10,000 during fiscal year 2026,

And further to amend Inspectional Services Fund by replacing “70% of all fees” with “65% of all fees”,
and to amend Zoning and Building Code Compliance “and replacing “5% of all fees to 10% all fees,

And finally, in accordance with G.L. c. 44, Section 53E%, the following single year spending limit shall be
set as for Fiscal Year 2026:

Revolving Fund Fiscal Year Spending Limit
Firearms $12,000
Zoning Board of Appeal $9,000
Town Nurse $10,000
Zoning and Building Code $15,000
Compliance
Board of Health Projects $4,500
Rental Inspections $4,000
Inspectional Services $100,000
PRSP Grounds $50,000
Tax Title $10,000
Fire Watch $5,000
Library $10,000

or take any other action relative hereto.
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OFFICE OF THE TOWN CLERK

Merrimac Town Hall
2 School Street, Merrimac MA 01860
Annual Town Meeting, April 28, 2025

COPY OF THE VOTE

COPY OF THE VOTE

April 28, 2025

Article 8: The Town voted to amend the Town of Merrimac General Bylaws Section 48-9 entitled
Authorized Revolving Funds, and add a new fund for the Library as follows:

Library Revolving Account. Funds received from fines for lost or damages library items to be used to pay
the costs associated for the replacement of lost and damaged items, said expenditures to be approved
through the Library Director, expenditures shall not exceed $10,000 during Fiscal Year 2026.

And further to amend Inspectional Services Fund by replacing “70% of all fees” with “65% of all fees”,
and to amend Zoning and Building Code Compliance “and replacing “5% of all fees to 10% all fees.

And finally, in accordance with G.L. ¢. 44, Section 53E%, the following single year spending limit shall be
set as for Fiscal Year 2026 as set forth in the table in Article 8.

HAND VOTE:
Motion by Chris Manni and duly seconded.

Motion carried so declared the Moderator.
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OFFICE OF THE TOWN CLERK

Merrimac Town Hall
2 School Street, Merrimac MA 01860
Annual Town Meeting, April 28, 2025

COPY OF THE VOTE

Article 9: To see if the Town will vote to fix the salary and compensation of all elected officers of the
Town as provided by G.L. c. 41, § 108 as amended: Town Clerk, three Commissioners of Municipal Light,
and to raise, appropriate or transfer sums of money therefore and to determine sums of money raised
to be transferred to defray the necessary and usual charges and expenses of the Town for the Fiscal Year
commencing July 1, 2025 and make appropriations for the same, said sums of money so raised,
appropriated or transferred to be expended for specific purposes to be voted; or take any other action
relative hereto.

COPY OF THE VOTE

April 28, 2025

Article 9: The Town voted to fix the salary and compensation of all elected officers of the Town as
provided by G.L. c. 41, § 108 as amended: Town Clerk, three Commissioners of Municipal Light, and to
raise, appropriate or transfer sums of money therefore and to determine sums of money raised to be
transferred to defray the necessary and usual charges and expenses of the Town for the Fiscal Year
commencing July 1, 2025 and make appropriations for the same, said sums of money so raised,
appropriated or transferred to be expended for specific purposes as follows:

Raise and Appropriate $22,792,991
Transfer from Cable TV Receipts Reserved $ 171,245 _
Department Line # Amount
General Goverament 1-36 5 1,607,040
Public Safety 37-50 S 2,924,990
Education Sik-153 S 13,739.004
Highway 54-57 $ 675,187
Cemetery 58 - 59 $ 82,882
Heslth & Sanitstion 60 - 63 S 153,758
Public Assistance 64 - 96 5 464,808
Library 67 - 68 S 385,013
Parks & Rec i 59 $ 16,720
Town Gardens - 70 S 600
Long TermDebt 71-72 S 1,135,134
Gen Govt Unclassfied [ 73 S 1,779,100
A True Copy Attest
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Motion by Chris Manni and duly seconded to amend as follows:

CFFICE OF THE TOWN CLERK

Merrimac Town Hall

2 School Street, Merrimac MA 01860
Annual Town Meeting, April 28, 2025

COPY OF THE VOTE

Department Line # Amount

General Government 1-26 S 1,607,040 |
Public Safety 37-50 | S 2,924,990
Education 51-53 S 13,739,004
Highway 54-56 S 675,187
Cemetery 58-59 S 82,882
Health & Sanitation 60-63, 57 S 153,758
Public Assistance 64-66 S 464,808
Library 67-68 $ 385,013
Parks & Rec 69 S 16,720
Town Gardens 70 i 600 |
Long Term Debt | 71-72 S 1,135,134
Gen Govt Unclassified 73 S 1,779,100

HAND VOTE:

Motion by Marcia Zosack and duly seconded.

ATRUE COPY ATTEST
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GWENDOLYN LAY, Town Clerk
Merrimag, Massachusetts

Motion carried so declared the Moderator.
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OFFICE OF THE TOWN CLERK

Merrimac Town Hall
2 School Street, Merrimac MA 01860
Annual Town Meeting, April 28, 2025

COPY OF THE VOTE

Article 10: To see if the Town will vate to raise and appropriate, or transfer from available funds, a sum
of money to operate the Wastewater Department Enterprise for FY2026;

Salaries: S 676,525
Expenses: S 611,140

Debt Service: S 39,864

Total $1,327,529

And that $ 1,327,529 be raised as follows:
Departmental Receipts: $1,320,529
Wastewater Betterment Fund: § 7,000
or take any other action relative hereto.
COPY OF THE VOTE
Aprif 28, 2025

Article 10: The Town voted to raise and appropriate, or transfer from available funds, a sum of money
to operate the Wastewater Department Enterprise for FY2026 as follows;

Salaries; $ 676,525
Expenses; S 611,140
Debt Service: S 39,864
Total $1,327,529

And that $ 1,327,529 be raised as follows:
Departmental Receipts: $1,320,529
Wastewater Betterment Fund: § 7,000
ATRUE COPY ATTEST
Motion by Irina Gorzinski and duly seconded. o abal T
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Motion carried so declared the Moderator.
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OFFICE OF THE TOWN CLERK

Merrimac Town Hall
2 Schooi Street, Merrimac MA 01860
Annual Town Meeting, April 28, 2025

COPY OF THE VOTE

Article 11: To see if the Town will vote to raise and appropriate, or transfer from available funds, a sum
of money to operate the Water Department Enterprise for FY2026;

Salaries: $ 570,429
Expenses; S 583,945

Debt Service; S 157,789

Total $1,312,163

And that $1,312,163 be raised as follows:
Departmental Receipts: $ 1,312,163
or take any other action reiative hereto.
COPY OF THE VOTE
April 28, 2025

Article 11: The Town voted to raise and appropriate, or transfer from available funds, a sum of money
to operate the Water Department Enterprise for FY2026 as follows;

Salaries; $ 570,429
Expenses: $ 583,945
Debt Service: S 157,789
Total $1,312,163

And that $1,312,163 be raised as follows:
Departmental Receipts: $ 1,312,163

HAND VOTE:

Motion by Irina Gorzinski and duly seconded.
ATRUE COPY ATTEST
Motion carried so declared the Moderator. 2 Y, -
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OFFICE OF THE TOWN CLERK

Merrimac Town Hall
2 School Street, Merrimac MA 01860
Annual Town Meeting, April 28, 2025

COPY OF THE VOTE

Article 12: To see if the Town will vote to raise and appropriate, or transfer from available funds, a sum

of money from the Electric Light Operating Balance said money to be used by the Assessors to reduce
the Tax Rate for Fiscal Year 2026; or take any other action relative hereto.

COPY OF THE VOTE

April 28, 2025

Article 12: The Town voted to transfer from available funds, $38,000 from the Electric Light Operating
Balance said money to be used by the Assessors to reduce the Tax Rate for Fiscal Year 2026.

HAND VOTE:

Motion by Irina Gorzinski and duly seconded.

Motion carried so declared the Moderator.
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OFFICE OF THE TOWN CLERK

Merrimac Town Hall
2 School Street, Merrimac MA 01860
Annuaf Town Meeting, April 28, 2025

COPY OF THE VOTE

Article 13: To see if the Town will vote to appropriate or otherwise provide $ 8,800 or other sum of
money from available funds known as “Sale of Cemetery Lots”, such sum or part thereof, to be
expended under the direction of the Cemetery Trustees for the care, improvement, and embellishment
of said cemeteries, in accordance with G.L. ¢. 114, §§ 15 and 25; or take any other action relative hereto.

COPY OF THE VOTE
April 28, 2025

Article 13: The Town voted to transfer $ 8,800 from available funds known as “Sale of Cemetery Lots”,
to be expended under the direction of the Cemetery Trustees for the care, improvement, and
embellishment of said cemeteries, in accordance with G.L. ¢. 114, §§ 15 and 25.

HAND VOTE:

Motion by Irina Gorzinski and duly seconded.

Motion carried so declared the Moderator.
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OFFICE OF THE TOWN CLERK

Marrimac Town Hall
2 School Street, Merrimac MA 01860
Annual Town Meeting, April 28, 2025

COPY OF THE VOTE

Article 14: To see if the Town will vote to raise and appropriate or otherwise provide $185,000 or other
sum of money to be used to make necessary repairs to Town roadways; or take any other action relative
hereto.

COPY OF THE VOTE

April 28, 2025

Article 14: The Town voted to raise and appropriate $185,000 to be used to make necessary repairs to
Town roadways.

HAND VOTE:

Motion by Irina Gorzinski and duly seconded.

Motion carried so declared the Moderator.
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OFFICE OF THE TOWN CLERK

Merrimac Town Hall
2 School Street, Merrimac MA 01860
Annual Town Meeting, April 28, 2025

COPY OF THE VOTE

Article 15: To see if the Town will vote to accept the State Grant of Chapter 90 Highway Funds and
authorize the Board of Select Board to expend said funds for Highway purposes in accordance with the
terms of said grants; or take any other action relative hereto.

COPY OF THE VOTE

April 28, 2025

Article 15: The Town voted to accept the State Grant of Chapter 90 Highway Funds and authorize the
Board of Select Board to expend said funds for Highway purposes in accordance with the terms of said
grants.

HAND VOTE:

Motion by Irina Gorzinski and duly seconded.

Motion carried so declared the Moderator.
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OFFICE OF THE TOWN CLERK

Merrimac Town Hall
2 School Street, Merrimac MA 01860
Annual Town Meeting, April 28, 2025
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COPY OF THE VOTE

Article 16; To see if the Town will vote to raise and appropriate or otherwise provide $35,000 or other
sum of money to be used necessary tree maintenance throughout Town; or take any other action
relative hereto.

COPY OF THE VOTE

April 28, 2025

Article 16: The Town voted to raise and appropriate $35,000 to be used necessary tree maintenance
throughout Town.

HAND VOTE:

Motion by Irina Gorzinski and duly seconded.

Motion carried so declared the Moderator.
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COPY OF THE VOTE

Article 17: To see if the Town will vote to raise and appropriate or otherwise provide $320,000, or other

sum of money for Solid Waste Collection and Disposai, Recycling Collection; or take any other action
relative hereto.

COPY OF THE VOTE

April 28, 2025

Article 17: The Town voted to raise and appropriate $320,000, for Solid Waste Collection and Disposal,
Recycling Coliection.

HAND VOTE:

Motion by Janet Bruno and duly seconded.

Motion carried so declared the Moderator.
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COPY OF THE VOTE

Article 18: To see if the Town will vote to increase the current Veteran’s Tax Exemption amounts adopted
by the Town of Merrimac; 100% Disabled Veterans will increase to $2,000 and Partially Disabled Veteran’s
will increase to $800; or take any other action relative thereto.

COPY OF THE VOTE

April 28, 2025

Article 18: The Town voted to increase the current Veteran’s Tax Exemption amounts adopted by the
Town of Merrimac; 100% Disabled Veterans will increase to $2,000 and Partially Disabled Veteran’s will

increase to $800.

HAND VOTE:

Motion by Janet Bruno and duly seconded.

A True Copy
pg. 26

Attest
Town Clerk

109

Merrimac Website


https://townofmerrimac.com

OFFICE OF THE TOWN CLERK

Merrimac Town Hall
2 School Street, Merrimac MA 01860
Annual Town Meeting, April 28, 2025

COPY OF THE VOTE

Article 11: To see if the Town will vote to raise and appropriate, or transfer from available funds, a sum
of money to operate the Water Department Enterprise for FY2026;

Salaries: S 570,429
Expenses: S 583,945

Debt Service: S 157,789

Total $1,312,163

And that $1,312,163 be raised as follows:
Departmental Receipts: $ 1,312,163
or take any other action relative hereto.
COPY OF THE VOTE
April 28, 2025

Article 11: The Town voted to raise and appropriate, or transfer from available funds, a sum of money
to operate the Water Department Enterprise for FY2026 as follows;

Salaries; S 570,429
Expenses: S 583,945
Debt Service: $ 157,789
Total $1,312,163

And that $1,312,163 be raised as follows:
Departmental Receipts: $ 1,312,163

HAND VOTE:

Motion by Irina Gorzinski and duly seconded.
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COPY OF THE VOTE

Article 12: To see if the Town will vote to raise and appropriate, or transfer from available funds, a sum
of money from the Electric Light Operating Balance said money to be used by the Assessors to reduce
the Tax Rate for Fiscal Year 2026; or take any other action relative hereto.

COPY OF THE VOTE

April 28, 2025

Article 12: The Town voted to transfer from available funds, $38,000 from the Electric Light Operating
Balance said money to be used by the Assessors to reduce the Tax Rate for Fiscal Year 2026.

HAND VOTE:

Motion by Irina Gorzinski and duly seconded.

Motion carried so declared the Moderator.
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COPY OF THE VOTE

Article 13: To see if the Town will vote to appropriate or otherwise provide $ 8,800 or other sum of
money from available funds known as “Sale of Cemetery Lots”, such sum or part thereof, to be
expended under the direction of the Cemetery Trustees for the care, improvement, and embellishment
of said cemeteries, in accordance with G.L. ¢. 114, §§ 15 and 25; or take any other action relative hereto.

COPY OF THE VOTE
April 28, 2025

Article 13: The Town voted to transfer $ 8,800 from available funds known as “Sale of Cemetery Lots”,
to be expended under the direction of the Cemetery Trustees for the care, improvement, and
embellishment of said cemeteries, in accordance with G.L. ¢. 114, §§ 15 and 25.

HAND VOTE:

Motion by Irina Gorzinski and duly seconded.

Motion carried so declared the Maoderator.
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COPY OF THE VOTE

Article 14: To see if the Town will vote to raise and appropriate or otherwise provide $185,000 or other
sum of money to be used to make necessary repairs to Town roadways; or take any other action relative
hereto.

COPY OF THE VOTE

April 28, 2025

Article 14: The Town voted to raise and appropriate $185,000 to be used to make necessary repairs to
Town roadways.

HAND VOTE:

Motion by Irina Gorzinski and duly seconded.

Motion carried so declared the Moderator.
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COPY OF THE VOTE

Article 15: To see if the Town will vote to accept the State Grant of Chapter 90 Highway Funds and
authorize the Board of Select Board to expend said funds for Highway purposes in accordance with the
terms of said grants; or take any ather action relative hereto.

COPY OF THE VOTE

April 28, 2025

Article 15; The Town voted to accept the State Grant of Chapter 90 Highway Funds and authorize the
Board of Select Board to expend said funds for Highway purposes in accordance with the terms of said
grants.

HAND VOTE:

Motion by Irina Gorzinski and duly seconded.

Motion carried so declared the Moderator.
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COPY OF THE VOTE

Article 16: To see if the Town will vote to raise and appropriate or otherwise provide $35,000 or other
sum of maney to be used necessary tree maintenance throughout Town; or take any other action
relative hereto.

COPY OF THE VOTE

April 28, 2025

Article 16: The Town voted to raise and appropriate $35,000 to be used necessary tree maintenance
throughout Town.

HAND VOTE:

Motion by Irina Gorzinski and duly seconded.

Motion carried so declared the Moderator.
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COPY OF THE VOTE

Article 17: To see if the Town will vote to raise and appropriate or otherwise provide $320,000, or other

sum of money for Solid Waste Collection and Disposal, Recycling Collection; or take any other action
relative hereto,

COPY OF THE VOTE

April 28, 2025

Article 17: The Town voted to raise and appropriate $320,000, for Solid Waste Collection and Disposal,
Recycling Coliection.

HAND VOTE:

Motion by Janet Bruno and duly seconded.

Motion carried so declared the Moderator.
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COPY OF THE VOTE

Article 18: To see if the Town will vate to increase the current Veteran's Tax Exemption amounts adopted
by the Town of Merrimac; 100% Disabled Veterans will increase to $2,000 and Partially Disabled Veteran's
will increase to $S800; or take any other action relative thereto.

COPY OF THE VOTE

April 28, 2025

Article 18: The Town voted to increase the current Veteran’s Tax Exemption amounts adopted by the
Town of Merrimac; 100% Disabled Veterans will increase to $2,000 and Partially Disabled Veteran’s will
increase to $S800.

HAND VOTE:
Motion by lanet Bruno and duly seconded.

Motion carried so declared the Moderator.
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COPY OF THE VOTE

Article 19: To see if the Town will vote, pursuant to G.L. ¢. 44 sec. 21C, to authorize the Select Board to
enter into a lease agreement for the lease purchase of a Kabota M6S Cab Tractor/Roadside Mower for
the Highway Department for the period of 5 years, but in any event not in excess of the useful life of the
property to be purchased, to be procured on such terms and conditions as the Board of Select Board
deem in the best interest of the Town; and to authorize the Board of Select Board to take all actions
necessary to administer and implement such agreement; or take any other action relative thereto.

COPY OF THE VOTE
April 28, 2025
2/3 vote Required

Article 19: The Town voted to, pursuant to G.L. ¢. 44 sec. 21C, to authorize the Select Board to enter
into a lease agreement for the lease purchase of a Kabota M6S Cab Tractor/Roadside Mower for the

Highway Department for the period of 5 years, but in any event not in excess of the useful life of the
property to be purchased, to be procured on such terms and conditions as the Board of Select Board
deem in the best interest of the Town; and to authorize the Board of Select Board to take all actions

necessary to administer and implement such agreement; or take any other action relative thereto.

2/3 Vote Required

HAND VOTE:
Motion by Janet Bruno and duly seconded.

Motion carried unanimousiy so declared the Moderator.
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COPY OF THE VOTE

Article 20;

To see if the Town will vote, pursuant to G.L. c. 44 sec. 21C, to authorize the Select Board to enter into a
lease agreement for the lease purchase of a Ford F350 Truck for the Water Department for the period of
5 years, but in any event not in excess of the useful life of the property to be purchased, to be procured
on such terms and conditions as the Board of Select Board deem in the best interest of the Town; and to
authorize the Board of Select Board to take all actions necessary to administer and implement such
agreement; or take any other action relative thereto.

COPY OF THE VOTE

April 28, 2025
2/3 Vote Required

Article 20: Pursuant to G.L. c. 44 sec. 21C, the Town voted to authorize the Select Board to enter into a
lease agreement for the lease purchase of a Ford F350 Truck for the Water Department for the period of
5 years, but in any event not in excess of the useful life of the property to be purchased, to be procured
on such terms and conditions as the Board of Select Board deem in the best interest of the Town; and to
authorize the Board of Select Board to take all actions necessary to administer and implement such
agreement.

2/3 Vote Required

HAND VOTE:
Motion by Janet Bruno and duly seconded.
Motion carried unanimously so declared the Moderator.
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COPY OF THE VOTE

Article 21: To see if the Town will authorize the Board of Light Commissioners to grant an easement in
the property along Federal Way, shown as Lot 2 on a plan dated June 10, 1986, and recorded on August
4, 1986 in the Essex South Registry of Deeds in Plan Book 213, Plan 41, for the purpose of vehicular and
pedestrian access to and from an existing cell tower site, and further to authorize the Board of Light
Commissioners to enter into any agreements in order to effectuate same; or take any other action
related thereto.

COPY OF THE VOTE

April 28, 2025
2/3 Vote Required

Article 21: The Town voted to authorize the Board of Light Commissioners to grant an easement in the
property along Federal Way, shown as Lot 2 on a plan dated June 10, 1986, and recorded on August 4,
1986 in the Essex South Registry of Deeds in Plan Book 213, Plan 41, for the purpose of vehicular and
pedestrian access to and from an existing cell tower site, and further to authorize the Board of Light
Coemmissioners to enter into any agreements in order to effectuate same.

2/3 Vote Required

HAND VOTE:
Motion by Janet Bruno and duly seconded.

Motion carried unanimously so declared the Moderator.
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COPY OF THE VOTE

Article 22: To see if the town will vote to accept the fourth paragraph of General Laws Chapter 41,

Section 111F, which allows the town to create a special injury leave indemnity fund to be expended by
the Select Board Chair; or take any other action relative thereto.

COPY OF THE VOTE

April 28, 2025

Article 22: The Town voted to accept the fourth paragraph of General Laws Chapter 41, Section 111F
said fund to be expended by the Select Board Chair.

HAND VOTE:
Motion by Janet Bruno and duly seconded.

Motion carried unanimously so declared the Moderator.
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COPY OF THE VOTE

Article 23: To see if the Town will vote to amend certain provisions of Section 283-2 and Appendix A372
of the Town of Merrimac General By-Laws, as follows, with additions shown in bold, underlined text and
deletions shown in strikethrough text, and to renumber the remaining sections accordingly:

A,

283-2  Organization -The Board shall consist of three five members Select Board elected by the
Town of Merrimac. The terms shali be three years and staggered so that only one Select Board
maen position is required to be filled each year.

B.
APPENDIX A
WATER SERVICE SPECIFICATIONS

Section A372-1. INSTALLATION OF WATER SERVICE: The Water Department shall furnish and
install the service tap from the water main to the property line, unless the Director of Public
Works or Water Supervisor specifically authorizes another party to do so. That portion of a
service connection installed within a public way and terminating at a shut off shall be
considered the property of the Town upon its construction and acceptance. The Water
Department shail be responsible for its maintenance.

Section A372-21. RESPONSIBILITIY OF THE PROPERTY OWNER: It is the responsibility of a
Property Owner or his or her contractors to install, at their expense, the water service from
the property line to their building(s). The Property Owner shall be responsible for insuring that
such installation meets the following procedures and specifications are+et. Unless otherwise
approved in writing by the Water Department, these procedures and specifications must be
complied with as a condition for attachment to the Town’s water distribution system. All
charges resulting from the installation of a water service will be the responsibility of the
Property Owner and shall be paid prior to the water being turned on. That portion of a service
connection not lying within a public way shall remain the property of the Property Owner,

who shall be responsible for its maintenance; provided that nothing in this section shall

abrogate the Town's right to repair service pipes and fittings, as set forth herein.

Section A372-32. PERMIT FOR SERVICE CONNECTION: Prior to beginning any service work a
permit shall be obtained from the Water Department. Permit forms can be picked up at the
Water Department office. A permit is required for each building service. All fees shall be paid
prior to issuance of a Service Connection permit.
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COPY OF THE VOTE

Section A372-43. PERMIT TO EXCAVATE IN A PUBLIC WAY: A permit shail be obtained from the
Board-efSelect-Board Director of Department of Public Works to excavate in any public way in
the Town for purposes of constructing a water service line. The location for such service line
shall be specified by the Water Department.

Section A372-54. EXCAVATION AND BACK FILLING IN PUBLIC WAYS:; Cutting existing street
surfaces in public ways shall be done as directed by the Highway Superintendent. In addition to
the use of approved material for backfiliing around service lines, al! fill shall be thoroughly
tamped in layers not to exceed 8" in depth to insure maximum compaction. The replacement of
street surfaces shall be as directed by the Highway Superintendent. No backfiliing shall be
started until the piping installation has been inspected and approved by the Water Department,

Section A372-65. PUBLIC LIABILITY AND SAFETY: Insurance certificates shall be furnished by the
Property Owner as may be required by the Water Department in order to hold the Town
harmless from all claims, demands, suits and actions for or on account of any injuries or
damages occasioned by the water service work. Barricades, signs, warning lights and other
safety devices shall be furnished and maintained to protect the public from accidents or injuries
on account of operations. Wherever in the opinion of the Chief of Police it is deemed necessary
to direct traffic around excavations, the Property Owner shall, at his own expense, obtain the
services of a policeman at such times as may be designated.

Section A372-76. NOTIFICATION OF BEGINNING OF WORK: The manager of the Water
Department shall be notified at least two days before work is to commence.

Section A372-82, APPROVAL OF SERVICE MATERIALS AND INSTALLATION ACTIVITIES: The
water shall not be turned on until the service materials and installation activities have has been
inspected and approved by the Water Department.

Section A372-98. SPECIAL CONDITIONS: Special conditions relating to the construction site or
the water required shall be referred to the Water Department which will approve all variations
in the methods and materials to be used. In general water service lines will not be approved if
installation on private property under paved areas such as sidewalks and driveways, or in
exposed locations subject to freezing or possible disturbance. Water services will not be
permitted through easements over adjacent property. Multiple Services from a single tap in the
main will not be permitted.

Section A372-109. APPROVED WATER SERVICE MATERIAL: All material used in water service
instailation shall meet appropriate A.W.W.A. and Water Department specifications. When an
item can be shown to be of equivalent quality to the suggested material, the Water Department
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COPY OF THE VOTE

can approve a substitution. Compression fittings will be required on all stops, couplings and
valves. The size of all pipe stops and valves will be required by the Water Department.

A

B.

Corporation Stop shall be Ford type F1000. A saddle clamp is required on all taps.
Curb Stop shali be Ford type Z44-333,

Curb Box shall be a 5 foot extension type with a stationary rod and arch pattern base
Mueller type H-10334.

Cellar Stop shall be a copper service ball valve with a handle and shall be supplied by the
Water Department and shall be paid for by the contractor.

Water Meters shall be furnished by the customer and installed by the Water
Department. No meter shall be installed in a location subject to freezing or damage.

Pipe for Water Service shall be Type “K” soft temper copper tubing, C-130. All copper
tubing must be stamped to show type. Water service size to be determined by Water
Department. Minimum service size is 17, but larger service size may be required based
on anticipated water demand, elevation of building or length of service. The use of a
coupling must be approved by the Water Department.

Section A372-1130. CONSTRUCTION DETAILS

A.

A True Copy

pg. 33

Depth of cover for all water service lines and connections shall be a minimum of 5 feet
in all directions. Water service lines must be run in a separate trench at least 5 feet
away from drain lines, electric lines, telephone lines, gas lines, and 10 feet away from
sewer lines. Sewer shall be encased in concrete where a water line crosses within 1-1/2
feet,

Backfilling of trenches around water lines shall be by hand for a depth of one foot using
material free of stones, frozen earth, tree limbs, etc. Water lines shall be bedded in
material approved by the Water Department. Backfilling from 1 foot above the water
service to finish grade shall be done in layers and thoroughly compacted. No large
stones, frozen material or large diameter material may be used in backfilling trenches.

Setting Curb Boxes. All curb boxes shall be set to the finished ground grade and shall be
backfilled by hand with fine material and compacted thoroughly. It is the responsibility
of the Property Owner to preserve the top of the curb box at the surface of the ground.
Contractor shall confirm curb box is set to finished grade prior to requesting water
service be turned on,
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COPY OF THE VOTE

D. Location of Service Pipe. The service pipe shall come off the main at a 90 degree angle
and run directly to the front of the building unless otherwise approved in advance by
the Water Department. Water services shall not be installed under concrete slabs.

E. Meter Pits. If the distance from the water main to the meter is over 200 feet, the Water
Department may require the Property Owner to install a meter pit near the property
line. This pit must be of a type easily entered with room to read, remove and replace the
meter. Provision must be made to prevent meter freeze-up and the pit must be dry at
all times.

F. As-builts. As-builts shall be submitted prior to turning on water service.

Section A372-1211. ELECTRICAL GROUND: The Water Service may be used for an electrical
ground if the water piping is metallic, otherwise an alternate grounding means must be used.

Section A372-13. LIMITATIONS ON SERVICE INSTALLATIONS: Installation of services extending
beyond the end of an existing water main shall not be allowed.

Section A372-14. RIGHT TO REPAIR SERVICE PIPES AND FITTINGS: The pipe from the Town
property line to the cellar wall, or all pipe beyond the Town property line, including meter
pits, is the property of the Property Owner. All service pipes between the Town property line
and the celtar wall, including private ways, may be repaired or re-laid by the Water
Department when it deems necessary for the protection of the supply or the delivery of
satisfactory water service. The cost of such work and materials shall be charged to the
Property Owner.

Or take any other action relative thereto.
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COPY OF THE VOTE
April 28, 2025
Motion by Chris Manni and Duly seconded to amend Article 23

Section A to read:

283-2 Organization — The Board shali consist of no more than five members elected by the Town
of Merrimac. The terms shall be three years and staggered so that no more than two terms
expire each year.

Motion to carried unanimously by a hand count so declared the moderator.

Article 23: The Town voted to amend of Section 283-2 of the General Bylaws and Appendix A372 of the
Town of Merrimac General By-Laws as amended.

HAND VOTE:
Motion by Robert Gustison, and duly seconded.

Motion carried unanimously so declared the Moderator.
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Article 24: To see if the Town will vote to amend the Merrimac Zoning By-Laws with the additions and
or amendments te the indicated Articles as written below:

A. ARTICLE 2: DEFINITIONS

Battery(ies): A single cell or a group of cells connected together electrically in series, in parallel, or a
combination of both, which can charge, discharge, and store energy electrochemically. For the purposes
of this bylaw, batteries utilized in consumer products are excluded from these requirements.

Battery Energy Storage Management System: An electronic system that protects energy storage
systems from operating outside their safe operating parameters and disconnects electrical power to the
energy storage system or places it in a safe condition if potentially hazardous temperatures or other
conditions are detected.

Battery Energy Storage System (BESS): One or more devices, assembled together, capable of storing
energy in order to supply electrical energy at a future time, not to include a stand-alone 12-volt car
battery or an electric motor vehicle. A Battery Energy Storage System is classified a Tier 1, Tier 2, or Tier
3 BESS as follows:

1. Tier 1 Battery Energy Storage Systems have an aggregate energy capacity equal to 250KWh or
less and, whose primary purpose is to store energy from residential solar energy systems if in a
room or enclosed structure, and which 51% or more of its stored energy is derived from solar
energy systems.

2. Tier 2 Battery Energy Storage Systems have an aggregate energy capacity equal to 250KWh or
less and, whose primary purpose is to store energy from commercial solar energy systems if in a
room or enclosed structure, and which 51% or more of its stored energy is derived from solar
energy systems.
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COPY OF THE VOTE

3. Tier 3 Battery Energy Storage Systems are defined as those that are interconnected to high
voltage transmission lines, electric substations or local distribution systems and have an
aggregate energy capacity greater 250 KWh but less than or equal to 3 MWh.

Cell: The basic electrochemical unit, characterized by an anode and a cathode, used to receive, store,
and deliver electrical energy.

Commissioning: A systematic process that provides documented confirmation that a battery energy
storage system functions according to the intended design criteria and complies with applicable code
requirements.

Dedicated-Use Building: A building that is buiit for the primary intention of housing battery energy
sterage system equipment, is classified as Group F-1 occupancy as defined in the International Building
Code, and complies with the following:

1. The building’s only use is battery energy storage, energy generation, and cther electrical grid-
related operations.

2. No other occupancy types are permitted in the building.

3. Occupants in the rooms and areas containing battery energy storage systems are limited to
personnel that operate, maintain, service, test, and repair the battery energy storage system
and other energy systems,

4. Administrative and support personnel are permitted in areas within the buildings that do not
contain battery energy storage system, provided the following:

a. The areas do not occupy more than 10 percent of the building area of the story in which
they are located.
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b. A means of egress is provided from the administrative and support use areas to the public
way that does not require occupants to traverse through areas containing battery energy
storage systems or other energy system equipment.

B. ARTICLE 23: SUPPLEMENTAL REGULATIONS

SECTION 23.8: BATTERY ENERGY STORAGE SYSTEMS {BESS) BY-LAW

23.8.1 Purpose

The purpose of this bylaw is to provide for the construction and operation of Battery Energy
Storage Systems (BESS) and to provide standards for the placement, design, construction,
monitoring, modification and removal of energy storage systems that address public safety,
protection of the Town and private drinking water supply, minimize impacts on scenic, natural
and historic resources of the Town of Merrimac, and provide adequate financial assurance for
decommissioning. The provisions set forth in this section shall take precedence over all other
sections when considering applications related to the construction, operation, and/or repair of
Battery Energy Storage Systems.

23.8.2 Applicability

23.8.2.1  Building-integrated Battery Energy Storage Systems

23.8.2.1.1 Battery Energy Storage Systems that are building-integrated, whether a
residential or commercial building, energy storage systems shall not be erected,
constructed, installed, or modified as provided in this section without first
obtaining a building permit from the Building Inspector.

23.8.2.1.2 Building-integrated energy storage systems may be coupled with rooftop solar,
back up generators or behind the meter applications for peak shaving.
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Co-located Battery Energy Storage Systems

23.8.2.2.1

23.8.2.2.2

238.223

23.8.2.24

23.8.2.2.5

Battery Energy Storage Facilities are encouraged to co-locate with solar
photovoltaic installations, energy, power generation stations, and electrical
sub-stations.

If co-located with a solar photovoltaic installation, the BESS shall not
exceed the necessary capacity and size generated by the output of the co-
located solar photovoltaic installation.

Tier 3 Battery Energy Storage systems not primarily associated with on-site
solar generation, which generate less than 51% of their stored energy from
sofar energy systems shall only be permitted in the Office Light Industrial
District and shall require a Special Permit and Site Plan Review from the
Planning Board. No Battery Energy Storage Systems are permitted in the
Water Resource Protection Overlay District

The nameplate capacity of an Energy Storage system shall not exceed the
total kw of renewable energy being produced on the 3-phase distribution
line that the energy storage system will be interconnected to.

Modifications to, retrofits or replacements of an existing battery energy
storage system that increase the total battery energy storage system
designed discharge duration or power rating shall be subject to this bylaw.
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23.8.3 USETABLE
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Tier 1 Residential Battery Energy Y Y Y Y Y Y Y Y Y N
Storage Systems ) ), | =
Tier 2 Battery Energy Storage Y Y Y Y Y Y Y Y Y N
Systems
Tier 3 Battery Energy Storage N N N N N N N N Sp N
Systems |

23.8.4 General Requirements

23.8.4.1 In accordance with Section C above, all Tier 3 battery energy storage systems shall
require a special permit and site plan approval by the Planning Board prior to
construction, installation, or modification as provided in this bylaw.

23.8.4.2 All Tier 1 and Tier 2 battery energy storage systems shall require site plan review,

23.8.4.3 The construction, operation, and decommissioning of all battery storage energy
storage systems shall be cansistent with all applicable local, state, and federal
requirements, including but not limited to all applicable environmental, safety,
construction, fire, and electrical requirements.

23.8.4.4 A building permit and an electrical permit shali be required for instailation of all
battery energy storage systems.

23.8.5 Application Materials

In addition to requirements of Article 19 Site Plan Review, the application for a Special Permit
under this Section shall include the following:

23.8.5.1 An existing condition plan with property lines and physical features, including
topography and roads, characteristics of vegetation {trees mature, old growth, shrubs,
open field, etc.), wetlands, streams, ledge, for the project site;
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23.8.5.2  Asite plan prepared, stamped and signed by a Professional Engineer licensed to
practice in Massachusetts, that shows the following:

23.85.2.1 Proposed changes to the landscape of the site, including grading, vegetation
clearing and planting, exterior lighting, screening vegetation or structures,
driveways, snow storage, and storm water management systems; including total
acreage of disturbed area, total vegetation cleared, not including mowed fields;

23.8.5.2.2 Trees with a DBH of 20” or greater within project parcel(s) shall be identified to

determine tree loss, along with inventorying of diseased or hazard trees slated to
be removed due to proposed development;

23.8.5.2.3 Property lines and physical dimensions of the subject property with contour
intervals of no more than 10 feet;

23.8.5.2.4 Property lines of adjacent parcels within 300 feet.

23.8.5.2.5 Location, dimensions, and types of existing major structures on the property;

23.8.5.2.6 Location of the proposed battery energy storage structures, foundations, and
associated equipment;

23.8.5.2.7 The right-of-way of any public road that is contiguous with the property;

23.8.5.2.8 Any overhead or underground utilities;

23.8.5.2.9 At least one color photograph of the existing site, measuring eight (8} inches hy ten
(10) inches;

23.8.5.2.10 Locations of active farmland and prime farmland soils, wetlands, permanently
protected open space, Priority Habitat Areas and BioMap 2 Critical Natural
Landscape Core Habitat mapped by the Natural Heritage & Endangered Species
Program (NHESP) and “Important Wildlife Habitat” mapped by the DEP;

23.8.5.2.11 Locations of floodplains or inundation areas for moderate or high hazard dams;
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23.8.5.2.12 Locations of ocal or National Historic Districts; and

23.8.5.2.13 Stormwater management and erosion and sediment control.

23.853

23.854

23.85.5

23.85.6

23.85.7

23.85.8

23.8.5.9

23.8.5.10

23.8.5.11

Copy

A preliminary equipment specification sheet that documents the proposed battery
energy storage system components, inverters and associated electrical equipment
that are to be installed, including manufacturer and model. A final equipment
specification sheet shall be submitted prior to the issuance of building permit.

One- or three-line electrical diagram showing associated components, and electrical
interconnection methods, with ail NEC compliant disconnects and overcurrent
devices.

Contact information and signature of the project proponent, as well as all co-
proponents, if any, and all property owners.

Contact information and signature of agents representing the project proponent, if
any;

Contact information for the person(s) responsible for public inquiries throughout the
life of the system.

An operations and maintenance plan for Battery Energy Storage System. Such plan
shall describe continuing battery energy storage system maintenance and property
upkeep, as well as design, construction, installation, testing and commissioning
information. It shall also include Energy Storage System technical specifications,
including manufacturer and model,

Electrical schematic.

Documentation that shows the owner of the Energy Storage System has site control,
which shall include easements and access roads.

Documentation that shows the owner of the Energy Storage System has notified the
electric utility of this installation.
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23.8.5.12 Emergency Operations Plan. A copy of the approved Emergency Operations Plan shall
be given to the system owner, the local police department, local fire department,
and local building official. A permanent copy shall also be placed in an approved
location to be accessible to facility personnel, building officials, and emergency
responders. The emergency operations ptan shall include the following information:

23.8.5.12.1 Procedures for safe shutdown, de-energizing, or isolation of equipment and
systems under emergency conditions to reduce the risk of fire, electric shock, and
personal injuries, and for safe startup following cessation of emergency conditions.

23.8.5.12.2 Procedures for inspection and testing of associated alarms, interlocks, and
controls. This includes hazmat appliances for conducting atmospheric monitoring
with a scientific officer to support.

23.8.5.12.3 Procedures to be followed in response to notifications from the Battery Energy
Storage Management System, when provided, that could signify potentially
dangerous conditions, including shutting down equipment, summoning service and
repair personnel, and providing agreed upon notification to fire department
personnel for potentially hazardous conditions in the event of a system failure.

23.8.5.12.4 Emergency procedures to be followed in case of fire, explosion, release of liquids
or vapors, damage to critical moving parts, or other potentially dangerous
conditions. Procedures can include sounding the alarm, natifying the fire
department, evacuating personnel, de-energizing equipment, and controlling and
extinguishing the fire.

23.8.5.12.5 Response considerations similar to a safety data sheet (SDS) that will address
response safety concerns and extinguishment when an SDS is not required.

23.8.5.12.6 Procedures for dealing with battery energy storage system equipment damaged in
a fire or other emergency event, including maintaining contact information for
personnel qualified to safely remove damaged battery energy storage system
equipment from the facility.

23.8.5.12.7 Other precedures as determined reasonably necessary by the Town to provide for
the safety of occupants, neighboring properties, and emergency responders.
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23.8.5.12.8 Procedures and schedules for conducting drills of these procedures and for training
local first responders on the contents of the plan and appropriate response
procedures. Trainings must be provided and organized by the applicant.

23.8.5.13  Proof of liability insurance: The applicant shail be required to provide evidence of
liabifity insurance in an amount and for a duration sufficient to cover loss or damage
to persons and property caused by the failure of the system.

23.8.5.14 A noise study, prepared by a qualified individual with experience in environmental
acoustics, to assess the impact of all noise sources generated from the project to
abutting properties, and determine the appropriate layout, design, and control
measures. The report should include details of assessment methods, summarize the
results, and recommend the required outdoor as well as any indoor control
measures.

23.8.6 Design and Site Standards for BESS Facilities requiring a Special Permit

In addition to the standards for Special Permit and Site Pian Review in the Zoning Bylaw, the
applicant shall adhere to the following standards and provide such information on the site plan:

23.8.6.1  Utility Lines. Alf on-site utility lines shall be placed underground to the extent feasible
and as permitted by the serving utility.

23.8.6.2  Signage. The signage shall include the type of technology associated with the
systems, any special hazards associated, the type of suppression system installed,
and 24-hour emergency contact information. All information shall be clearly
displayed on a light reflective surface. Clearly visible warning signs concerning
voltage shall be placed at the base of all pad-mounted transformers and substations.

23.8.6.3  Lighting. Lighting of the systems shall be limited to that minimally required for safety
and operational purposes and shall be reasonably shielded and downcast from
abutting properties.

23.8.6.4  Setbacks. Battery Energy Storage Systems not co-located with solar photovoltaic
installations shall adhere to a fifty (50) foot setback from the front, side, and rear
property lines and shall adhere to a one hundred fifty (150) foot setback from any
residential buildings. BESS’s shall also adhere to a one hundred (100) foot setback
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from water wells {both private and public) located either an-site or on abutting
properties.

23.8.6.5  Fire protection. Battery Energy Storage Systems not co-located with solar
photovoltaic installations shall be located on properties serviced by the public water
system or by a water supply acceptable to the Planning Board and Merrimac Fire
Department,

23.86.6  Vegetation and Tree-Cutting. Areas within 5 (five) feet on each side of a Tier 1 system
or within ten {10} feet on each side of a Tier 2 or Tier 3 system shall be cleared of
combustible vegetation and other combustible growth. Single specimens of trees or
shrubbery and cultivated ground covers such as green grass, ivy, succulents, or
similar plants shall be exempt provided that they do not form a means of readily
transmitting fire. Clearing of natural vegetation shall be limited to that which is
necessary for the construction, operation and maintenance of the system and that
which is otherwise prescribed by applicable bylaws and regulations.

23.8.6.7  Noise. The 1-hour average noise generated from the systems, components, and
associated ancillary equipment shall not exceed a noise level of 60 dBA as measured
at the property line,

23.8.7 Safety System Certification.

Battery energy storage systems and equipment shall be listed by a Nationally Recognized Testing
Laboratory to UL 9540 (Standard for battery energy storage systems and Equipment) or approved
equivalent, with subcomponents meeting each of the following standards as applicabie:

23.8.7.1 UL 1973 (Standard for Batteries for Use in Stationary, Vehicle Auxiliary Power and Light
Electric Rail Applications},

23.8.7.2 UL 1642 (Standard for Lithium Batteries),
23.87.3 UL 1741 or UL 62109 {Inverters and Power Converters),
23.8.7.4  Certified under the applicabte electrical, building, and fire prevention codes as

required.
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Alternatively, field evaluation by an approved testing laboratory for compliance with
UL 9540 (or approved equivalent} and applicable cades, regulations and safety
standards may be used to meet system certification requirements.

23.8.8 Special Permit Criteria

A True
pg. 46

The Planning Board may approve an application if the Board finds that the system complies with
the Site Plan Review and Approval criteria and with the conditions for granting Special Permits.
Battery energy storage systems shall aiso satisfy the following additional criteria;

23.88.1

23.8.8.2

23.8.8.3

23.8.8.4

23.88.5

Copy

Environmental features of the site are protected, and surface runoff will not cause
damage to surrounding properties or increase soil erosion and sedimentation of
nearby streams and ponds.

The Planning Board may also impose conditions as it finds reasonably appropriate to
safeguard the town or neighborhood including, but not limited to, screening, lighting,
noise, fences, modification of the exterior appearance of electrical cabinets, battery
storage systems, or other structures, limitation upon system size, and means of
vehicular access or traffic features.

No occupancy permit shall be granted by the Building Commissioner, nor shall the
site be energized or interconnected to the utility until the Planning Board has
received, reviewed, and approved an as-built plan that demonstrates that the work
proposed on the approved site plan, including all stormwater management
compoenents and associated offsite improvements, have been completed in
accordance with the approved plan and certified same to the Building Commissioner.

The Planning Board may, in its discretion, approve an as-built plan upon provision of
a type of surety as determined by the Planning Board, to secure incomplete work
where such work is not immediately necessary for lawful operation of the system
without negative effect on public health and safety and surrounding properties.

The applicant shali make every effort to coordinate necessary surveying and
finalization of the as-built plans and submission of required construction control
documents prior to the conclusion of construction. Notwithstanding the above, a
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temporary occupancy permit may be granted with the approval of the Planning
Board subject to conditions for completion of work imposed by the Board.

23.8.9 Decommissioning
23.89.1 As part of the applicant’s submission to the Planning Board, the applicant shall
submit a decommissioning plan, to be implemented upon abandonment or in
conjunction with removal from property. The plan shall include:
23.89.1.1 A narrative description of the activities to be accomplished, including who
will perform that activity and at what point in time, for complete physical
removal of all battery energy storage system components, structures,
equipment, security barriers, and transmission lines from the property.

23.8.9.1.2 Disposal of all solid and hazardous waste in accordance with local, state, and
federal regulations.

23.8.9.1.3 The anticipated life of the battery energy storage systems.

23.8.9.1.4 The estimated decommissioning costs and how said estimate was
determined,

23.8.9.1.4 The method of ensuring that funds will be available for decommissioning
and restoration.

23.8.9.1.5 The method by which the decommissioning cost will be kept current.

23.8.9.1.6 The manner in which the site will be restored, including a description of how
any changes to the surrounding areas and other systems adjacent to the
battery energy storage system, such as, but not limited to, structural
elements, building penetrations, means of egress, and required fire
detection suppression systems, will be protected during decommissioning
and confirmed as being acceptable after the system is removed.

23.8.9.1.7 Alisting of any contingencies for removing an intact operational battery
energy storage system from service, and for removing an energy storage
system from service that has been damaged by a fire or other event,

28.8.9.2  Decommissioning Fund.
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28.9.2.1  The owner and/or operator of the energy storage system, shall continuously
maintain a fund or bond payable to the Town, in an approved form for the
removal of the battery energy storage system, in an amount to be
determined by the Planning Board for the period of the life of the facility.

23.8.9.2.2  All costs of the financial security shall be borne by the applicant. The amount
shail include a mechanism for calculating increased removal costs due to
inflation.

23.8.9.2.3 An inspection of the completed decommissioned area shall be reviewed by a
consultant hired by the Pilanning Board before approving the
decommissioning work in accordance with the Decommissioning Plan.

23.8.9.2.4 The owner and/or operator shall pay for the cost of this review with such
payment being provided by the owner and/or operator prior to the
consultant undertaking said review, in accordance with MGL Chapter 44,
Section 53G.

23.8.10 Abandonment.

The battery energy storage system shall be considered abandoned when it ceases to operate
consistently for more than twelve {12} months. The system shali be presumed abandoned if the
owner and/or operator fails to respond affirmatively within thirty (30) days to a written inquiry
from the Building Inspector as to the continued validity and operation of the system. If the
owner or operator fails to comply with decommissioning upon any abandonment, the Town,
may, at its discretion, remove the system and restore the site in accordance with the
decommissioning plan.

23.8.11 Severability.

If any provision of this By-Law is found to be invalid by a court of competent jurisdiction, the
remainder of this By-Law shall not be affected but remain in full force. The invalidity of any
provision of this By-Law shall not affect the validity of the remainder of the Merrimac Zoning By-
Law.
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Or take any other action relative thereto.
COPY OF THE VOTE
April 28, 2025

2/3 Vote Required

ARTICLE 24: The Town voted to amend the Town of Merrimac Zoning bylaw, Definitions and adding a
new section 23.8 as printed in the warrant regarding Battery Energy Storage Systems.

HAND VOTE:
Motion by Robert Gustison and duly seconded.

Motion carried so declared the Moderator.
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Article 25: To see if the Town will vote to amend certain provisions of Section 13 of the Merrimac Zoning
By-Laws, Flood Plain District, as follows, with additions shown in bold and deletions shown in
strikethrough text, and to renumber the remaining sections accordingly:

ARTICLE 13. FLOODPLAIN DISTRICT

131 Purpose

13.1.1. The purposes of the Floodplain District are the following:

13.1.1,1 Ensure public safety through reducing the threats to life and personal injury
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13.1.1.2 Eliminate new hazards to emergency response officials

13.1.1.3 Prevent the occurrence of public emergencies resuiting from water quality,
contamination, and poliution due to flooding

13.1.1.4 Avoid the loss of utility services which if damaged by flooding would
disrupt or shut down the utility network and impact regions of the
community beyond the site of flooding

13.1.1.5 Eliminate costs associated with the response and cleanup of flooding
conditions

13.1.1.6 Reduce damage to public and private property resulting from flooding
waters

The Flood Plain District is established as an overlay district to all other districts. Where
there is a conflict between provisions of this article and other Zoning Bylaws, the more
restrictive regulation shall take precedence.

All proposed construction or other development in the floodplain overlay district,
including new construction or changes to existing buildings, placement of
manufactured homes, placement of agricultural facilities, fences, sheds, storage
facilities or drilling, mining, paving and any other development that might increase
flooding or adversely impact flood risks to other properties, whether permitted by
right or by SPECIAL PERMIT, shall require a permit issued by the Building Department
and must be in compliance with the Department of Environmental Protection
Regulations {310 CMR}) and with the Massachusetts State Building Code (780CMR)

The degree of flood protection required by this bylaw is considered reasonable but
does not imply total flood protection.
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An applicant shali obtain all local, state and federal permits that will be necessary in
order to carry out the proposed development in the floodplain overlay district. The
applicant shall demonstrate that all necessary permits have been acquired.

Deiineation

132260

13.2.2

13.23
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The Floodplain District is herein established as an overlay district. The Floodplain District
includes all special flood hazard within the Town of Merrimac designated as Zone A and
AE on the Essex County Flood Insurance Rate Map {FIRM) dated July 8, 2025 and issued
by the Federal Emergency Management Agency (FEMA) for the administration of the

National Flood Insurance Program. %Hnap-paneieef-#»e—sssex-cemny—ﬂnwt-hat—a;e

COMMISSIONER- The exact boundaries of the District shall be defined by the 1%-
chance base flood elevations shown on the FIRM and further defined by the Essex
County Flood Insurance Study (FIS) report dated July 8, 2025. The FIRM and FIS report
are incorporated herein by reference and are on file with the Town Clerk, Planning
Board, Building Commissioner, and Conservation Commission.

administrator shall be the Building Commissioner.

In A Zones, in the absence of FEMA BFE data and floodway data, the building
department shall obtain, review and reasonably utilize base flood elevation and
floodway data available from a Federal, State, or other source as criteria for requiring
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new construction, substantial improvements, or other development in A Zones and as
the basis for elevating residential structures to or above base flood level, for
floodproofing or elevating nonresidential structures to or above base flood level, and
for prohibiting encroachments in floodways.

Definitions

The following definitions apply enly to this Article 13:

DEVELOPMENT: Any man-made change to improved or unimproved real estate, including but
not limited to building or other structures, mining, dredging, filling, grading, paving,
excavation or drilling operations or storage of equipment or materials. [US Code of Federal
Regulations, Title 44, Part 59]

FLOOD BOUNDARY AND FLOODWAY MAP: An official map of a community issued by FEMA
that depicts, based on detailed analyses, the boundaries of the 100-year and 500-year floods
and the 100-year floodway. (For maps done in 1987 and later, the floodway designation is
inciuded on the FIRM.} (if applicable in your community)

FLOOD HAZARD BOUNDARY MAP (FHBM.): An official map of a community issued by the

Federal Insurance Administrator, where the boundaries of the flood and related erosion areas

having special hazards have been designated as Zone A or E. [US Code of Federal Regulations,

Title 44, Part 59] {if applicable in your community) {

FLOODWAY: The channel of the river, creek or other watercourse and the adjacent land areas
that must be reserved in order to discharge the base flood without cumulatively increasing
the water surface elevation more than a designated height. [Base Code, Chapter 2, Section
202]

FUNCTIONALLY DEPENDENT USE: A use which cannot perform its intended purpose unless it
is located or carried out in close proximity to water. The term includes only docking facilities,
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port facilities that are necessary for the loading and unloading of carge or passengers, and
ship building and ship repair facilities, but does not include long-term storage or related
manufacturing facilities. [US Code of Federal Regulations, Title 44, Part 59] Also [Referenced
Standard ASCE 24-14]

HIGHEST ADJACENT GRADE: The highest natural elevation of the ground surface prior to
construction next to the proposed walls of a structure. [US Code of Federal Regulations, Title
44, Part 59]

HISTORIC STRUCTURE means any structure that is:

a. Listed individually in the National Register of Historic Places (a listing maintained by
the Department of Interior) or preliminarily determined by the Secretary of the
Interior as meeting the requirements for individual listing on the National Register;

b. Certified or preliminarily determined by the Secretary of the Interior as contributing to
the historical significance of a registered historic district or a district preliminarily
determined by the Secretary to qualify as a registered historic district;

¢. Individually listed on a state inventory of historic places in states with historic
preservation programs which have been approved by the Secretary of the Interior; or

d. Individually listed on a local inventory of historic places in communities with historic
preservation programs that have been certified either:

1. By an approved state program as determined by the Secretary of the Interior or

2. Directly by the Secretary of the Interior in states without approved programs.

[US Code of Federal Regulations, Title 44, Part 59)

A True Copy Attest
pg. 54 Town Clerk

145

Merrimac Website


https://townofmerrimac.com

OFFICE OF THE TOWN CLERK

Merrimac Town Hali
2 School Street, Merrimac MA 01860
Annual Town Meeting, April 28, 2025

COPY OF THE VOTE

NEW CONSTRUCTION. Structures for which the start of construction commenced on or after
the effective date of the first floodplain management code, regulation, ordinance, or standard
adopted by the authority having jurisdiction, including any subsequent improvements to such
structures, New construction includes work determined to be substantial improvement.
[Referenced Standard ASCE 24-14]

RECREATIONAL VEHICLE means a vehicle which is:

a. Built on a single chassis;

b. 400 square feet or iess when measured at the largest horizontal projection;

¢. Designed to be self-propelled or permanently towable by a light duty truck; and

d. Designed primarily not for use as a permanent dwelling but as temporary living
quarters for recreational, camping, travel, or seasonal use.

[US Code of Federal Regulations, Title 44, Part 59]

REGULATORY FLOODWAY - see FLOODWAY.

SPECIAL FLOOD HAZARD AREA. The land area subject to flood hazards and shown on a Flood
Insurance Rate Map or other flood hazard map as Zone A, AE, A1-30, A99, AR, AO, AH, V, VO,
VE or V1-30. [Base Code, Chapter 2, Section 202]

START OF CONSTRUCTION. The date of issuance for new construction and substantial
improvements to existing structures, provided the actual start of construction, repair,
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reconstruction, rehabilitation, addition, placement or other improvement is within 180 days
after the date of issuance. The actual start of construction means the first placement of
permanent construction of a building {including a manufactured home) on a site, such as the
pouring of a slab or footings, installation of pilings or construction of columns.

Permanent construction does not include land preparation {such as clearing, excavation,
grading or filling), the installation of streets or walkways, excavation for a basement, footings,
piers or foundations, the erection of temporary forms or the instaliation of accessory buildings
such as garages or sheds not occupied as dwelling units or not part of the main building. For a
substantial improvement, the actual “start of construction” means the first alteration of any
wall, ceiling, floor or other structural part of a building, whether or not that alteration affects
the external dimensions of the building. [Base Code, Chapter 2, Section 202]

STRUCTURE means, for floodplain management purposes, a walled and roofed building,
including a gas or liquid storage tank, that is principaily above ground, as well as a
manufactured home. [US Code of Federal Regulations, Title 44, Part 59]

SUBSTANTIAL REPAIR OF A FOUNDATION. When work to repair or replace a foundation
results in the repair or replacement of a portion of the foundation with a perimeter along the
base of the foundation that equals or exceeds 50% of the perimeter of the base of the
foundation measured in linear feet, or repair or replacement of 50% of the piles, columns or
piers of a pile, column or pier supported foundation, the building official shall determine it to
be substantial repair of a foundation. Applications determined by the building official to
constitute substantial repair of a foundation shall require all existing portions of the entire
building or structure to meet the requirements of 780 CMR. [As amended by MA in 9th Edition
BC]

VARIANCE means a grant of relief by a community from the terms of a flood plain
management regulation. [US Code of Federal Regulations, Title 44, Part 59)

VIOLATION means the failure of a structure or other development to be fully compliant with
the community’s flood plain management reguiations. A structure or other development
without the elevation certificate, other certifications, or other evidence of compliance
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required in §60.3 is presumed to be in violation until such time as that documentation is
provided. {US Code of Federal Regutations, Title 44, Part 59]

Permitted Uses and Structures

There shall be aliowed the following uses, which create a minimal risk of damage due to flooding
and will not constitute obstructions to flood flow, provided that they are permitted in the
underlying district and that they do not require STRUCTURES, fili or storage of materials or
equipment;

13.4.1. AGRICULTURE uses, such as farming, grazing, truck farming and horticulture.

13.4.2. Forestry and nursery uses.

13.4.3. Qutdoor recreational uses, including fishing, boating and play area.

13.4.4, Conservation of water, plants and wildlife.

13.4.5. Wildlife management areas, foot, bicycle and horse paths.

13.4.6 Temporary nonresidential STRUCTURES used in connection with fishing, growing,
harvesting, storage or sale of crops raised on the premises. Temporary nonresidential
STRUCTURES shall be in existence for less than 180 days.

13.4.7. Buildingstawfully-existingpriorte-the adoption-ef-these-provisions—Recreational

Vehicles. In A and AE Zones all recreational vehicles to be placed on a site must be
elevated and anchored in accordance with the zone’s regulations for foundation and
elevation requirements or be on the site for less than 130 consecutive days or be fully
licensed and highway ready.
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13.5. Permitted Uses Subject to Site Plan Review. {Reserved)

13.6. Uses Permitted by Special Permit. {Reserved)

13.7. Prohibited Uses.

13.7.1.

In the Floodplain District, no building or STRUCTURE shall be erected, constructed,
moved or enlarged except for not more than 30% of the ground floor area of the
existing STRUCTURE, and no dumping, filling or earth removal or transfer shall be
permitted unless a SPECIAL PERMIT is granted by the BOARD OF APPEALS in each
instance.

13.8  Special Permits in the Flood Plain District

13.8.1

13.8.2.

13.8.3.

A True Copy
pg. 58

The SPECIAL PERMIT Granting Authority {SPGA) for uses and STRUCTURES in the Flood
Plain District shall be the BOARD OF APPEALS.

Referral. Within 10 days of receipt of an application for a SPECIAL PERMIT, the BOARD
OF APPEALS shal! transmit one copy of the development plan to the Conservation
Commission, Planning Board, Board of Health and Building Inspector. Finaf action shall
not be taken until reports have been received from the above Boards or until 35 days
after the transmittal of the development plan to the Boards, whichever accurs first.

SPECIAL PERMIT granting criteria. The BOARD OF APPEALS may issue a SPECIAL PERMIT
if the application complies with the following provisions:

13.8.3.1 The proposed use shall comply in all respects with the provisions of the
underlying district,
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Town Clerk
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In the floodway prohibit all encroachments, including fill, new construction,
substantial improvement to existing STRUCTURES and other development,
unless the applicant shall provide certification by a registered professional
engineer demonstrating that such encroachment shall not result in any
increase in flood levels during the occurrence of the one-hundred-year flood.

In Zones A and AE, along watercourses that have not had a regulatory
floodway designated, the best available Federal, State, local, or other
floodway data shall be used to prohibit encroachments in floodways which
would result in any increase in flood levels within the community during
the occurrence of the base flood discharge.

In Zone AE, along watercourses that have a regulatory floodway designated
in the Town of Merrimac on the Essex County FIRM, encroachments are
prohibited, including fill, new construction, substantial improvements, and
other development within the adopted regulatory floodway unless it has
been demonstrated through hydrologic and hydraulic analyses performed
in accordance with standard engineering practice that the proposed
encroachment would not result in any increase in flood levels within the
community during the occurrence of the base flood discharge.

The BOARD OF APPEALS may specify such additional requirements and
conditions as it finds necessary to protect the health, safety and welfare of
the public.

All subdivision proposals must be designed to assure that;

a.  Such proposals minimize flood damage;

b. Al public utilities and facilities are located and constructed to minimize
or eliminate damage; and

€. Adequate drainage is provided to reduce exposure to flood hazards.

Attest
Town Clerk
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Base flood elevation data is required for subdivision-proposals-orother
developments-each developable parcel shown on the subdivision plans

proposals or other developments greater than 50 lots or 5 acres, whichever

is the lesser, withinuppumbered-A-Zones

In a riverine situation the Harbor Master shall notify the following, prior to
any alteration or relocation of a watercourse;

a. Adjacent communities, especiaily upstream and downstream

b. Bordering States

c.  NFIP State Coordinator: Massachusetts Department of Conservation

and Recreation/251-Causeway-St-Suite-600-700/Boston-MA-02114-
2104

d.  NFIP Program Specialist: Federal Emergency Management Agency,
Region [/99-High-St.-6%-floor/BostonMA-02110

e. New Hampshire NFIP State Coordinator: New Hampshire Office of
Planning and Development

If the Town acquires data that changes the base flood elevation in the
FEMA mapped Special Flood Hazard Areas, the Town will, within 6 months,
notify FEMA of these changes by submitting the technical or scientific data
that supports the change(s.) Notification shall be submitted to:

Attest
Town Clerk
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a. NFIP State Coordinator: Massachusetts Department of Conservation
and Recreation

b. NFIP Program Specialist: Federal Emergency Management Agency,
Region |

13.9  Variances to Building Code Floodplain Standards

The Town will request from the State Building Code Appeals Board a written and/or audible
copy of the portion of the hearing related to the variance, and will maintain this record in the
community’s files.

The Town shall also issue a letter to the property owner regarding potential impacts to the
annual premiums for the flood insurance policy covering that property, in writing over the
signature of a community official that {i) the issuance of a variance to construct a structure
below the base flood leve! will result in increased premium rates for flood insurance up to
amounts as high as $25 for $100 of insurance coverage and {ii) such construction below the
base flood level increases risks to life and property.

Such notification shall be maintained with the record of all variance actions for the referenced
development in the floodplain overlay district.

Such notification shall be maintained with the record of all variance actions for the referenced
development in the floodplain overlay district.

13,10 Variances to local Zoning Bylaws Related to Community Compliance with the National Flood
Insurance Program {NFIP)

A variance from this Article 13 must meet the requirements set out by State law, and may only
be granted if: 1) Good and sufficient cause and exceptional non-financial hardship exist; 2) the
variance will not result in additional threats to public safety, extraordinary public expense, or
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fraud or victimization of the public; and 3) the variance is the minimum action necessary to
afford refief. The Conservation Commission shall be responsible for evaluating petitions for
variances and for granting or denying such petitions.

13.11 Severability

If any provision of this Article 13 is held invalid by a court of competent jurisdiction, the
remainder of the bylaw shall not be affected thereby. The invalidity of any section or sections
or parts of any section or sections of this Article 13 shall not affect the validity of the
remainder of the Town of Merrimac’s Zoning Bylaw.

Or take any other action relative thereto.

COPY OF THE VOTE

April 28, 2025

ARTICLE 25: The Town voted to amend certain provisions of Section 13 of the Merrimac Zoning By-
Laws, Flood Plain District as printed in the Warrant.

HAND VOTE:

Motion by Robert Gustison and duly seconded.

HAag, Massacnusetts
Motion carried so declared the Moderator.
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Article 26: To see if the Town will vote to renumber and recaption the 2016 General Bylaws of the Town
by: a) assigning a chapter number to each of the General Bylaws; b) renumbering each section of each
bylaw accordingly; ¢} inserting chapter, article and section tities; and d) updating internal references to
reflect the new numbering system, all as set forth in the document on file in the office of the Town Clerk
entitled “Final Draft of the Town of Merrimac, Massachusetts,” dated February 2025, prepared by
General Code, LLC; or take any other action relative thereto.

COPY OF THE VOTE

April 28, 2025

Article 26: The Town voted to renumber and recaption the 2016 General Bylaws of the Town by:
a} assigning a chapter number to each of the General Bylaws; b) renumbering each section of
each bylaw accordingly; c) inserting chapter, article and section titles; and d} updating internal
references to reflect the new numbering system, all as set forth in the document on file in the
office of the Town Clerk entitled “Final Draft of the Town of Merrimac, Massachusetts,” dated
February 2025, prepared by General Code, LLC.

HAND VOTE:
ATRUE COPY ATTEST

Motion by Robert Gustison and duly seconded. .

Motion carried so declared the Moderator. GWENDOLYN LAY, Town Clerk

Merrimac, Massachusefts
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Article 27: To see if the Town will vote to enact the following global cha nges to the text of the
2016 General Bylaws of the Town, all as set forth in the document on file in the office of the
Town Clerk entitled “Final Draft of the Town of Merrimac, Massachusetts,” dated February
2025, prepared by General Code, LLC as follows:

1. Tochange all gendered pronouns {he, him, his, she, her, his/her, he/she, etc.) to their plural,
gender-neutral forms (they, them, and their).

2. To revise any citations to the Massachusetts General Laws in the following format: MGLc. _, §

3. To consistently capitalize the word “Town” when it refers to the Town of Merrimac.

4. To consistently capitalize all proper nouns, including the terms “Annual Town Meeting” and
“Special Town Meeting” and the names of all governing bodies and elected officials in the Town.

5. To consistently speil the word “noncriminal” without a hyphen.

6. To consistently speli and capitalize the word “bylaw,” as follows: Where “by-law” is hyphenated
or two words, to standardize the spelling as “bylaw”; and to lowercase capitalized references to
“this Bylaw” which are not proper nouns (however, references to “Bylaw” in titles of laws or
other proper nouns shall remain capitalized);

7. To cite numbers in the text of the bylaws in a consistent manner, so that: a) numerals one
though nine are spelled out as words, and numerals 10 and higher are cited in number form
only; and b) so that all monetary amounts, fractions, decimals and percentages are cited in
numeric form only.

8. To correct minor errors in spelling, grammar, and punctuation.

or take any other action relative thereto.

COPY OF THE VOTE

April 28, 2025

Article 27: The Town voted to amend the general bylaws with the following global
changes to the text of the 2016 General Bylaws of the Town, all as set forth in the
document on file in the office of the Town Clerk entitled “Final Draft of the Town of
Merrimac, Massachusetts,” dated February 2025, prepared by General Code, LLC as
follows:

1. To change all gendered pronouns (he, him, his, she, her, his/her, he/she, etc.) to their
plural, gender-neutral forms {they, them, and their).
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2. Torevise any citations to the Massachusetts General Laws in the following format: MGL
c._,8___.

3. To consistently capitalize the word “Town” when it refers to the Town of Merrimac.,

4. To consistently capitalize all proper nouns, including the terms “Annual Town Meeting”
and “Special Town Meeting” and the names of all governing bodies and elected officials
in the Town.

>. To consistently spell the word “noncriminal” without a hyphen.

HAND VOTE:
Motion by Robert Gustison and duly seconded.

Motion carried so declared the Moderator.

ATRUE COPY ATTEST

Jrensloli o

GY/ENDOLYN LAY, Town Clerk
aerrimac, Massachusetts
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Article 28: To see if the Town will vote to authorize the Tax Collector to convey the property located at
32 Heath Road, shown on Assessor’s Plan 62, Block 1, Lot 1.B from the Tax Collector for general
purposes to the Select Board for the purpose of conveyance on such terms and conditions and for such
consideration as the Select Board deems appropriate, and to take any legal action necessary to
effectuate the same; or take any other action relative thereto.

COPY OF THE VOTE
April 28, 2025

2/3 vote Required

Article 28: The Town voted to authorize the Tax Collector to convey the property located at 32 Heath
Road, shown on Assessor’s Plan 62, Block 1, Lot 1.B from the Tax Coilector for general purposes to the
Select Board for the purpose of conveyance on such terms and conditions and for such consideration as
the Select Board deems appropriate.

HAND VOTE:

Motion by Robert Gustison and duly seconded.
ATRUE COPY ATTEST

Motion carried so declared the Moderator., /‘&W’W; qq

GWENDOLYN LAY, Town Clerk
iierrimac, Massachusetts
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Article 1: To see if the Town will vote to make the following FY2026 budget adjustments:

Decrease Assessor's Assistant Wages $ 17,450
Increase Town Heat Expense S 7,000
increase Town Water/Sewer Expense $ 1,000
Increase Board of Health Expense S 1,000
Decrease Inside Debt Prn - Roadways $260,000
Decrease Inside Debt Int - Rocadways  $175,000
Decrease Health and Dental Insurance $ 10,000
Increase Merit Increase Expense $ 10,000

Decrease Property & Liability Insurance $ 20,000
; or take any other action relative thereto.

COPY OF THE VOTE

October 20, 2025

Article 1. The Town voted to make the following FY2026 budget adjustments:

Decrease Assessor’s Assistant Wages $ 17,450
Increase Town Heat Expense $ 7,000
Increase Town Water/Sewer Expense $ 1,000
Increase Board of Health Expense S 1,000
Decrease Inside Debt Prn - Roadways $260,000
Decrease Inside Debt Int — Roadways $175,000
Decrease Health and Dental Insurance $ 10,000
Increase Merit Increase Expense $ 10,000

Decrease Property & Liability Insurance $ 20,000

HAND VOTE:
Motion by Chris Manni and duly seconded. ATRUE COPY ATTEST
flurwdelye g
Motion carried unanimously, so declared the Moderator. GWENDOLYN LAY, Town Clerk
Merrimac, Massachusetts
A True Copy Attest
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Article 2. To see if the Town will increase the amount raised and appropriated in Article 17
in the Annual Town Meeting by $25,000, or other sum of money for Solid Waste Collection
and Disposal, Recycling Coflection; or take any other action relative hereto.

COPY OF THE VOTE
October 20, 2025

Article 2: The Town voted to increase the amount raised and appropriated in Article 17 in the Annual
Town Meeting by $25,000 for Solid Waste Collection and Disposal, Recycling Collection.

HAND VOTE:
Motion by Chris Manni and duly seconded.

Motion carried unanimously, so declared the Moderator.

ATRUE COPY ATTEST

L enslelin. oy,

GWENDOLYN LAY, Town Clerk

Merrimac, Mas
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Article 3: To see if the Town will vote to make the following FY2026 budget adjustments for
Wastewater Enterprise Fund;

Increase Admin Asst Wage Expense $ 764
Decrease Prop/Liab/WC Insurance S 1,800
Decrease F350 Lease Prn Expense $ 2,600

And that Departmental receipt estimates be reduced by $3,036.

; or take any other action relative thereto.
COPY OF THE VOTE

October 20, 2025

2/3 Vote Required

Article 3: The Town voted to the Town make the foilowing FY2026 budget adjustments for
Wastewater Enterprise Fund:

Increase Admin Asst Wage Expense S 764
Decrease Prop/Liab/WC Insurance S 1,800
Decrease F350 Lease Prn Expense $ 2,000

And that Departmental receipt estimates be reduced by $3,036.

HAND VOTE:

Motion by Chris Manni and duly seconded.

ATRUE COPY ATTEST

Motion carried unanimously, so declared the Moderator. é 07&
GV{JENQOLYN LAY, Town Clerk
ermmac, M
A True Copy Attest assachusetts
pg. 3 Town Clerk

160

Merrimac Website


https://townofmerrimac.com

OFF{CE OF THE TOWN CLERK

Merrimac Town Hall
2 School Street, Merrimac MA 01860
Special Town Meeting October 20, 2025

COPY OF THE VOTE

Article 4: To see if the Town will vote to make the following FY2026 budget adjustments for

Water Enterprise Fund;

Increase Admin Asst Wage Expense S 764
Increase Benefit Reimbursements S 2,335
ncrease Supplies Expense $14,000
Decrease F350 Lease Prn Expense S13,500
Decrease F350 Lease Int Expense $ 3,500

And that Departmental receipt estimates be increased by $99.00.; or take any other action

relative thereto.

COPY OF THE VOTE
October 20, 2025

Article 4: The Town voted to make the following FY2026 budget adjustments for Water

Enterprise Fund:

Increase Admin Asst Wage Expense S 764
Increase Benefit Reimbursements $ 2,335
Increase Supplies Expense $ 14,000
Decrease F350 Lease Prn Expense $ 13,500
Decrease F350 Lease Int Expense S 3,500

And that Departmental receipt estimates be increased by $99.00.

HAND VOTE:

Motion by Janet Bruno and duly seconded.

Motion carried unanimously, so declared the Moderator.

A True Copy Attest
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Article §: To see if the Town will vote to appropriate a sum of money in the amount of
$500,000, or any other sum, for final engineering for the Wastewater Plant to include costs
related to the bidding and design, engineering and including the payment of alt other costs
incidental and related thereto; to determine whether this amount shall be raised by taxation,
transfer from available funds, borrowing under MGL Chapter 44, Section 8(14) or any other
enabling authority or otherwise; or take any other action relative thereto.

COPY OF THE VOTE

October 20, 2025

2/3 Vote Required

Article 5: The Town voted to appropriate a sum of money in the amount of $500,000, for final
engineering for the Wastewater Plant to include costs related to the bidding and design,
engineering and including the payment of all other costs incidental and related thereto; and to
authorize the Treasurer with approval of the Sel id amount in accordanc
with MGL Chapter 44, Section 8(14) or any other enabling authority or otherwise,

HAND VOTE:

Motion by Janet Bruno and duly seconded.

Motion carried unanimously, so declared the Moderator.
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HAND VOTE:
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HAND VOTE:
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Article 12: CITIZEN'S PETITION
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