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Table 4.1.2: Summary of Merrimac Overlay Districts

District Name

Purpose Statement (from zoning bylaw)

Description

Rural Agricultural Preservation
Overlay District (RA)

“[T]o encourage a development pattern that preserves established
agricultural and forested landscapes along the Town’s rural
roadways and protects the scenic beauty of the Town.”

All areas zoned AR within 300 feet of roadway centerlines of
Bear Hill Road, Brush Hill Road, Highland Road, Battis Road,
Hadley Road, West Hadley Road, Birchmeadow Loop, and
Heath Road. Allows the same uses as AR, plus Small-Area
Cluster Development.

Floodplain District (FP)

“[T]o protect public health, safety and general welfare; to protect
human life and property from the hazards of periodic flooding; to
preserve natural flood control characteristics and the flood storage
capacity of the floodplain; and to preserve and maintain the

groundwater table and water recharge areas within the floodplain”

Zone A and E on the Essex County Flood Insurance Rate Map
(FIRM) issued by the Federal Emergency Management Agency
(FEMA).

Special permit from the ZBA required for enlarging a structure
by more than 30% of the existing floor area, or for dumping,
filling, and earth removal.

Water Resource Protection District
(WRPD)

“To limit development in watershed boundaries and recharge areas
in order to protect public health by preventing the degradation or
contamination of surface water and groundwater used for public
water supply, to ensure an adequate quality and quantity of
drinking water... and prevent temporary and permanent
contamination of the environment.”

Interim Wellhead Protection Areas, Zone |, Zone Il and Zone IlI
areas and Zone A, Zone B and Zone C surface water source
watersheds, as defined by state regulations.

Polluting activities like landfills or storage of hazardous
materials prohibited. Any use that renders 15% of a lot
requires a special permit and must provide adequate
groundwater recharge. Establishes a 200-foot buffer zone
along surface water sources.

Birch Meadow Overlay District
(BM)

“[T]o recognize the established smaller lot development pattern of
parcels in the vicinity of West Main Street and Birch Meadow Road,
to protect property values, and to provide regulatory flexibility,
incentives and appropriate design standards for property
improvements in the district.”

Same basic residential uses allowed as in the SR district.

Source: Merrimac Zoning Bylaw, revised 2020
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B,#$34&"6?&B09:%?&06&:A%&?39:.34:"9&H%#93:%(&!A%&94A00$&"?-3639:.":306&40$$
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Appendix C:
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