Merrimac 150th Celebration Committee
Meeting Minutes
Date: July 23, 2026
Location: Merrimac Fire Department Conference Room
Time: 6:00 PM
I. CALL TO ORDER / ATTENDANCE
The meeting was called to order.
PRESENT: Robert L. Gustison II, Julie Fisher, Larry Fisher, Michelle Gustison, Cindy Quinn, Carol Bourque
II. Approve Agenda / Minutes from previous meeting 
1. Motion to approve tonight’s agenda and meeting minutes from 29Jun2026
RESULT: APPROVED [UNANIMOUS]
MOVER: M Gustison
SECONDER: JFisher
AYES: Gustison II, J Fisher, L Fisher, M Gustison, Quinn, Bourque

III. New Business
1. Committee would like to purchase a two sided polished granite medallion to commemorate the 150th anniversary of Merrimac. Pricing is being sought from 3 companies to get pricing. The discussion was tabled as are waiting on pricing.
2. Discussion for donation/sponsorship of an event at Old Home Days. The fire department will utilize the 150th banner in the Bike Parade
Motion to Sponsor the Old Home Days Bike Parade for $500
RESULT: APPROVED [UNANIMOUS]
MOVER: M Gustison
SECONDER: J Fisher
AYES: Gustison II, J Fisher, L Fisher, M Gustison, Quinn, Bourque


Motion to sell coins at 3 coins for $50 as an Old Home Days Special
RESULT: APPROVED [UNANIMOUS]
MOVER: Gustison II
SECONDER: J Fisher
AYES: Gustison II, J Fisher, L Fisher, M Gustison, Quinn, Bourque

3. The committee will be selling Merchandise at the upcoming Santa Committee Car Show on September 15.
4. 150th Block Party Food Truck Festival will be held September 26, 2026 from 12-5pm at Waterhouse Field. Discussion was had on the details of the event. There will be 15+ food trucks, artisans, vendors, kid zone activities, picnic area and much more. Vendor confirmed that the event is rain or shine. Seeking volunteers to help.

Motion to book Throne Depot Porta Potty vendor
RESULT: APPROVED [UNANIMOUS]
MOVER: M Gustison
SECONDER: J Fisher
AYES: Gustison II, J Fisher, L Fisher, M Gustison, Quinn, Bourque


Motion to book Emcee for $600
RESULT: APPROVED [UNANIMOUS]
MOVER: Gustison II
SECONDER: J Fisher
AYES: Gustison II, J Fisher, L Fisher, M Gustison, Quinn, Bourque

Motion Lauren to book 68 foot obstacle course up to $550
RESULT: APPROVED [UNANIMOUS]
MOVER: M Gustison 
SECONDER: Quinn
AYES: Gustison II, J Fisher, L Fisher, M Gustison, Quinn, Bourque


5. Passport Thru Merrimac Event will be held Saturday October 17, 2026 from 9-3pm. Passports will be sold ahead of the event. On the day of the event, people will visit 8 locations to receive a stamp on a scavenger hunt to learn about Merrimac’s history. There will be 75 passports sold. Participants will get their passport stamped, key chain charms collected and a chance to win a prize. Community groups will man these 8 locations to stamp the passports. Passport printing is complete and the key chains are expected to come in this week. Facebook post will come out with details for the community and they will first be sold at Old Home Days
	
IV. UPCOMING EVENTS
Members in parenthesis will research information on listed event to present to Committee at a future meeting. Details were discussed.

Events: 
· Sept 26- Food Truck Block Party
· Oct 17 – Passport thru Merrimac (Cindy)

V. SCHEDULING FUTURE MEETINGS
NEXT MEETING: Aug 20 at 6:00 PM at Merrimac Fire Department Conference Room

VI. ACTION ITEMS
· Rob Gustison:
· Work with Larry and Chief Sheers to make a map and conduct safety meeting 
· Connect with Old Home Days about the 150th Banner
· Make Facebook posts about Passport Through Merrimac, Old Home Days Merch Sales and Car Show Merch Sales
· Forward interested artisan vendors to WooTrucks
· Design a large map of Merrimac and provide to Cindy 
· Larry Fisher:
· Price medallion 
· Work with Larry and Chief Sheers to make a map and conduct safety meeting 
· Michelle Gustison:
· Book Porta Potty vendor and ask about cancellation policy in the event of rain
· Inform Old Home Days about Sponsorship
· Ask Danielle if she has been able to contact the face painter/ballon art vendor
· Julie Fisher:
· Contact Merrimac Valley Concert band to determine what time they want to play at Food Truck Block Party
· Lauren Santagate
· Book 68 foot obstacle course
V. ADJOURNMENT
· Motion to adjourn the meeting
RESULT: APPROVED [UNANIMOUS]
MOVER: M Gustison
SECONDER: Quinn 
AYES: Gustison II, J Fisher, L Fisher, M Gustison, Quinn, Bourque
