Open Space Committee

Tuesday, October 15, 2024
MINUTES

I. Attendance and Approval of Sept. 24, 2024 minutes: Meeting called to order at 11:30am. Present
were members Lucy Abisalih, Dawn Ackerman, Mary Ann Glennon, Sue Simmons, and Sandy
Venner. Motion made and seconded by Mary and Sue and voted to approve Sept. 24, 2024
minutes.

II. Trail Activities:

Results of Site on Marshview Trail: It was concluded that it would take extensive work to reopen
the Marshview Trail in the area previously under water. It was decided to do a loop in the woods
after crossing the field on the upper end of the trail. The same may work on the end entered from
the McLaren Trail following the trail to the point it becomes too obstructed and then looping it to a
point higher on the Innis Trail. The loop trails should be marked now on a trial basis before making
permanent trails.

Plan October 26" Trail Workday: Signposts will be installed along the field to mark the Marshview
Trail. Sign post also to be placed where Red Oak Trail turns after entering off of Battis Road. If
there are sufficient volunteers, the upper end of the Innis Trail will be widened, and the Cobblers
Brook Greenway trail will be reopened. Updated materials will be placed in kiosks.

ll. Collaboration with Conservation Commission: When Sandy attended their meeting on Sept. 25 to get
the necessary signatures for conservation protection for the Town Forest, there was hesitation due
to concern it would entail more work for the Commission and the Agent. It was voted to sign the
document, but the Chair plans to speak to the Select Board chair to make it known that without
additional Agent hours, they cannot take on more responsibility.

IV. Update Open Space and Recreation Plan: Lucy will take the lead on this. She will check with MVPC as
to what work they will do using LTA hours. She will also let Carol McLeod know that the OSC wants
to move forward with this now to capitalize on the work done for the new Master Plan and ask
what assistance Dennis McClure can provide.

V. FEY’25 Budget: It was voted to authorize Lucy to print colored maps indicating the parcels that make up
the Town Forest to distribute at Special Town Meeting. It was noted that more funds will have to
be requested for FY’26 for trail maintenance work.

VI. Correspondence: Lucy will send a letter of appreciation to George Hoyt thanking him for his
willingness to work with Greenbelt for sale of his family’s property that abuts the Town Forest.

VII. Meeting adjourned at 12:30pm. Next meeting will be Tuesday, Dec. 3" at Town Hall.

Sandra Venner
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