
 

                                            
 

Merrimac Commission on Disability Meeting Minutes 
 

TOWN OF MERRIMAC 
 
 
Meeting Date:  September 4, 2024 Time: 6:30 p.m. 
 
Meeting Location:  Hybrid:  Merrimac Senior Center, 86 West Main Street, 
Merrimac, MA and Zoom  
 
Members Present:    

Christopher Gaudet, Chairman 
Robert Hart, Vice Chairman 
Margaret Sullivan, Member 
Brienne Walsh, Member 
 

Not in Attendance: 
Bridget Batcheller, Alternate 
Ann Marie Murphy, Member 
Kathleen Sullivan, Secretary 

                                       Bob Sinibaldi, Member/ADA Compliance Officer 
 
 
 
Agenda Item No: I  
Call to Order  
Meeting called to order at 6:30 p.m.  
 
 
 
 

Town Clerk Date/Time Stamp 



Agenda Item No: II  
 
Approve Agenda  
Brienne Walsh made a motion to accept the agenda for the September 4th, 2024 
meeting. Margaret Sullivan seconded the motion. Members unanimously accepted 
the motion. The agenda was accepted.  
 
Agenda Item No: III  
 
Approve Minutes from July 31, 2024 Meeting  
Commission on Disabilities members considered the minutes.  
Margaret Sullivan made a motion to accept the minutes from the July 31, 2024 
meeting with changes. Brienne Walsh seconded the motion. Members unanimously 
accepted the motion. The minutes from the July 31, 2024 meeting are accepted.  
 
Agenda Item No: IV  
Old Business  
 
1. 5 East Main Street Ramp  
Christopher Gaudet met with the building owner, Milton, and property manager, 
Jeff Smith. It was discussed that they should first reach out to building inspector, 
Robert Sinibaldi before making any further changes. Christopher gave ADA 
compliance literature, from the State of Massachusetts, as a reference point.  
 
2. Institution for Human Design signed proposal for ADA website review:  
IHCD still needs to send Merrimac Light Dept. their report.  
Once all reviews are in, Chris will reach out to the municipal department heads.  
 
3. MOD Grant for curb cuts around Donaghue School Emergency route not ADA 
Compliant:  
No update. Christopher Gaudet applied for the grant. COD members agreed to wait  
to complete curb cuts until we know if we get the grant. No changes.  
 
4. Dunkin Donuts handicap parking space needs signage:  
Christopher Gaudet called, sent text, emailed, to the owner, getting no response. 
First level to get compliance would be the building inspector. If no results, file a 
complaint of non-compliance with the state. Pictures of non-compliance (no 
signage) were taken to send to the state. Pictures have NOT been sent.  
 
5. Greenbelt (David McKinnon) in regards to ADA trails  
No further updates.  
 



 
6. 99 East Main Street Renovations:  
- There are no handicap parking spaces.  
- The building inspector will make sure all ADA improvements noted on the 
building permit have been completed before signing off on the permit.  
 
Agenda Item No: V  
New Business Agenda Items  
 
1. COD will be given plans for review of future projects, by the planning board, 
before renovation and or building projects proceed.  
 
2. To the planning board, the COD has requested that the owners of 1 Bear Hill 
Road, to consider installing a sidewalk (approx. 250 linear feet), from the corner of 
Maine Street, along Bear Hill Road, to the proposed entrance of its facility. The 
reason for this request is for the safety of pedestrians.  
 
A: asking for the isles between handicap parking spaces, be no less than 96” in 
width.  
B: Elevator drawings (required by 521 CMR 28.00) to the mezzanine level, are not 
included. Please, refer to email submitted, dated 8/23/24, to the State of 
Massachusetts.  
C: ADA EV charging stations, as outlined by US Architectural Access Board and ABA 
and ADA Title III, are not shown.  
D: Asked for consideration of push button door openers. These door openers are 
not required yet very helpful for the disabled.  
E: Email(s) containing these specific questions, to the planning board, are 
submitted here in.  
3. A Merrimac resident asked the Select Board, to create a playground committee a. 
A member of the COD should be a member on that committee.  
 
4. Cable Access will purchase and donate Assistive Listening Devices (two). a. One 
will permanently be installed at Sargent Hall (above town hall).  
b. The second will be a portable / mobile device, allowing it to be transported to 
locations throughout the town.  
 
5. The COD was asked to accept a $1,000.00 donation from Mobility and More, of 
Newburyport, MA. a. Robert Hart made first motion, Margaret Sullivan second the 
motion. All members were in favor.  
 
 
 



Agenda Item No: VI  
 
Open Discussion  

1. Edwards Jones Investments has been issued a building permit (renovations 
at:) 152 Merrimac, Square. a. What are the renovations? Is there a contact 
person there to see if push-button openers, will be considered.  
 

Agenda Item No: VII  
 
Adjourn;  
Next meeting: October 2, 2024 at v6:30 p.m. Hybrid: Merrimac Senior Center, 86 
West Main Street, Merrimac, MA and Zoom.  
Robert Hart made a motion to adjourn the meeting, Margaret Sullivan second the 
motion. Member unanimously accepted the motion to adjourn the meeting.  
 
Meeting adjourned at 7:15 p.m.  
 
Minutes respectfully submitted by Robert Hart, Vice Chairman.  
 
Minutes Approved by Committee on:  
Chairman Signature:  
Vice Chairman Signature:  
Secretary Signature: 
 


