Town of Merrimac

Affordable Housing Board of Trustees
Minutes

       April 8, 2024
I. Call to order:  The meeting was called to order at 5:30 p.m. by Chair Sandra Venner.
II. Present:  Sandra Venner, Colleen Ranshaw-Fiorello, Dawne Young, Brienne Walsh and Philip Parry. 
III. Approval of Minutes for October 25, 2022. With a motion by Board member Brienne Walsh and a second by Dawne Young, board members approved the minutes for the board’s October 25, 2022 meeting. Board member Philip Parry abstained from the vote since he had been unable to attend the October 25, 2022 meeting. 
IV. New Housing Assistance Opportunity: With a motion by Brienne Walsh and a second by board member Philip Parry, board members agreed to table a discussion with Carol Traynor until a future meeting 
V. Update on Status of New Master Plan: Draft of Housing Section of Inventory and Assessment Chapter:  Chair Venner questioned the reduction in two-family homes from 276 units to 129 two-family units in the entire town.  She conducted a preliminary door-to-door count of the two-family units in the Village Residential Zone with in estimated minimum of 200 in that zone alone.  Chair Venner has also questioned the number of manufactured homes in the town’s two manufactured home parks.  The report lists 293 manufactured homes but 200 manufactured homes are located in one park and 42 homes in the second park for a total of 242 manufactured homes. She will report these discrepancies to the advisory group for the Master Plan. The next community forum will be held in mid-May and results of the survey and inventory of assessments will be shared.    
VI. Correspondence: As a result of new Census data, the state has made a slight reduction in the percentage of the qualifying units for the Town’s Subsidized Housing Inventory to 5.32 percent as of June 23, 2023.

VII. MVPC Sponsored Community Form for Housing Production Plan Update: In a motion by board member Brienne Walsh and a second by board member Dawne Young, board members agreed to suspend the meeting to attend the Community Forum for the Housing Production Plan Update.
VIII. Scheduling Next Meeting and Adjournment.  The board will meet again at a date to be determined. In a motion by board member Brienne Walsh and a second by board member Dawne Young, the meeting was adjourned following the conclusion of the forum at 7:07 p.m. 
Respectfully submitted by Colleen Ranshaw-Fiorello, Secretary, May 2, 2024.
