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Defining a Bedroom Suite Addition

What is the difference between a "bedroom suite” and an "accessory” or “in-law" apartment?
This question is often asked where a property owner needs to construct a bedroom addition for
a returning family member or live-in caregiver.

The idea that a second kitchen in 2 home constitutes an apartment is not necessarily accurate.
Massachusetts State Building Code does not restrict the number of kitchen areas in a one-
family dwelling. However, a Bylaw violation will take place if the space is determined to be
more than a bedroom suite and/or occupied by someone other than a family member.

The critical interpretive difference is how the space is arranged on the submittal plans. The
bedroom suite must clearly be a part of a one-family dwelling. This applies to new construction
or addition to an existing dwelling. The submittal plan must show:

1) An interconnection allowing unrestricted access to other parts of the dwelling without
going outdoors or through an unheated space must exist at all times.

2) No separate utility service meters are allowed.

3} WNo separate address number or unit designation can apply.

4) A bedroom suite cannot be fully self-contained, and must rely, to a discernable degree, on
common domestic functions (i.e.: laundry area),

The Building Commissioner may determine a plan proposal as an In-law or Accessory
Apartment, rather than a bedroom suite addition. At such time, the Applicant is subject to a
Board of Appeals variance hearing for approval before a building permit can be issued. One-
Family use restrictions are strictly enforced, meaning the subject dwelling at any time cannot be
used contrary to the Use regulations of the zoning district wherein it lies.

OWNER-OF-RECORD ACKNOWLEDGEMENT

1/WE, AS PROPERTY OWNER-OQOF-RECORD AND OCCUPANT OF THE ONE-
FAMILY DWELLING AT THE ADDRESS:

UNDERSTAND WORK DESCRIBED IN BUILDING PERMIT #

DOES NOT ALLOW FOR THE CREATION OF AN ACCESSORY OR IN-LAW
APARTMENT, AND AGREE THE PREMISES SHALL FOREVER REMAIN A ONE-
FAMILY PWELLING, SUBJECT TO THE PROVISIONS OF MERRIMAC ZONING.
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